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Front Cover Photos:  Bishop Stephen visiting St John’s on the 
Tolpuddle Martyrs’ Festival Weekend. 

The Editor’s decision is final.  All items for publication must include name and 
contact number of the author.  Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of 
the church or the magazine.  Advertisers are neither vetted nor endorsed by the 
Parish Magazine. 
Please mention the Puddletown Parish Magazine when responding to advertisers. 
For magazines by post contact the Distributors as shown above. 
Published by the Parish Magazine, St Mary’s Church, The Square, Puddletown, 
Dorchester DT2 8SL. 
Copy deadline for the September magazine is 2nd August 2024 

Annual Advertising Rates to end December 2024 (Sizes are cm) 

Quarter Page - (6.00 x 9.00)(P) - £78.00 Half Page -     (12.26 x 9.00)     - £143.00 

Quarter Page - (12.26 x 4.20)(L) - £78.00                         Whole Page - (12.26 x 18.25)    - £195.00 

Contact Details 

Editor 
The Revd     

Sarah Hillman 
puddletownparishmagazine@gmail.com 

Advertising Manager Pam Fleetwood puddletownparishmagads@gmail.com 

Dewlish Editor Geoff Bull 
 

01258 837 316 
 

Milborne Editor John Wright 
01258 839 090 

johnaben23@icloud.com 

Puddletown Editor Emma Hughes puddletownparishmagazine@gmail.com 

Tolpuddle Editor Emma Hughes puddletownparishmagazine@gmail.com 

 
Distribution C0-0rdinator 

 
Jan O’Mara 

 
01305 848 551 

 

Tolpuddle Distribution Liz Gould 01305 848 464 
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For all of life 
 

“Life is not about ‘or’ — it is about ‘and.’ It is magical and 
messy. It is heartwarming and heartbreaking. It is delight and 
disappointment. Grace and grief. Exquisite and excruciating, 
often at the exact same time.” 
 

I came across the quotation above by Kristi Nelson as I was preparing an 
address for a memorial service for someone who had died. It seemed to sum 
up so well the experiences that many of us have in life where good and bad are 
held together and are often facets of the same period of time. 
 
We’ve had a number of special services in our churches over June and July. 
 
At funeral and memorial services we celebrate and give thanks for the delight 
of having known someone and the grace of their presence in our lives but also 
mark the deep grief brought about by their death. 
 
At weddings the vows take account of the good and less good times of life, and 
make the point that love is for both the highs and lows we experience. 
 
And at baptisms when we welcome new Christians into God’s family, we 
recognise that sin and brokenness are as much a part of the world in which we 
live as joy and goodness, 
 
Life is a pattern of ups and downs, from birth to old age and covering 
everything else in between. What is wonderful is that God and the church are 
there for us at whatever stage of life we are at.  
 
People turn to the church for special occasions but it is here for all of life. 
 
Church is about much more than Sunday and special services, important as 
they are. It is about a community of Christians seeking to follow Jesus 
together. It is a time where the invitation to receive God’s love is available to 
all. It’s a place to find courage when we are feeling broken and hope when life 
seems bleak. Church provides a space to celebrate life’s joys and pleasures. 
 
A church is a place open to all, because God’s love is available for all. You don’t 
have to be good before you can be welcomed, you don’t have to wear 
something special or pass some kind of test. No one is too young or too old to 
be a part of a church community. Why not come and join us? 
 
With best wishes 

Sarah 
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St. Mary’s Church Events - 

August 

Pop-in Coffee Mornings in the Church Room 
are every Thursday from 10am to 12noon.  
Everyone (of any age) is welcome. Good coffee and 
delicious cakes and/or biscuits are always on offer.  
Come and join us for a sociable hour or two. 

We are currently rather short of people to help 
with serving coffee and cake on these occasions so 
if any of you lovely people out there would like to 
come and join our friendly team please get in touch 
with Judy on 07788142250. 

Cards Rosemary will bring her cards to the pop-in coffee morning on August 
15th. 

Prayer Group This continues to meet in the church room on Tuesday mornings 
from 10.30 until 11.30am.  All are welcome. 

Bubble Church will take place on Sunday August 4th @ 3.45pm for 
refreshments and 4 pm start.  Young families are welcome to come and join in 
the fun with treats, singing and a story with puppets.  

Book now at: bubblechurchpuddletown@gmail.com 

Craft Group  will be taking a break in August. 

The Village Lunch becomes afternoon tea in August and will be on  Monday 
August 12th at 3.00pm. In the Village Hall as usual. This must be booked in 
advance.  If you haven’t yet booked your place then please contact Sheila on 
849193 or Jean on 848211.   

Books in Bloom - a Flower Festival – Hymns and Pimms 

I do hope many of you were able to come to the church and admire the floral 
decorations done by Heather and her team, many thanks to all of you. Thanks 
also to those who helped with refreshments, stalls etc  The w/e finished with 
some lusty hymn singing accompanied by a glass of Pimms! 

Church Mouse Stock 

Piddle Duck APRON (blue or pink) £15 
River Piddle & Duck TEA TOWEL £4.50 
Picture of St Mary’s Church £2 
Duck cards (pack of 4) £5 
Single cards £1.40 
Please contact Caroline Cox on 01305 848514 if you wish to purchase any items. 

mailto:bubblechurchpuddletown@gmail.com
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St Mary’s Puddletown 

Intercessors Scripture Readers 

4th August Bob Todd Pat Sparks 

11th August Puddletown Praise Team 

18th August Dawn Loveless Cynthia Metcalfe 

25th August Jean Jeffreys TBA & Judy Bumby  

Charitable Giving 2024 

Lent Dorchester Poverty Action 

Mothering Sunday Mosaic 

Easter Day The Salvation Army (Homeless) 

Harvest Water Aid 

Christmas The Children’s Society 

Baptisms 

23rd June  Isabella Grace White Milborne 

30th June Molly Poppy Michelle Frampton Milborne 

6th July Mei Chi Sun Tizzard Tolpuddle 

Wedding   

15th June Michael Booth & Sophie Collins Dewlish 

Funeral 

d. 12th June 
Aged 76 

David Robert Eastment Milborne 

Memorial Service  

9th July James (Jim) Wilson Puddletown 

BENEFICE REGISTERS 
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Tower News 
 

Puddletown, Dorset 

St Mary the Virgin 

Tuesday 9th July 2024 in 48m (16–1–18 in E) 

 

1260 Plain Bob Doubles 

1 Howard Bowering  2 Roger Thomson 

3 Robin J Mears  4 Robert Newton 

5 Ian D Tucker (C)  6 Nigel Pridmore 

Rung in memory of Jim Wilson whose Funeral was this afternoon at 2.15pm 

Quarter Peal rung at 7.30pm with the Family at the tower before the start. 

23rd August 1933--2nd June 2024 

https://dove.cccbr.org.uk/tower/17095
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Month on the Farm 
 

With no calves on milk for a couple of months, 
it gives the hutches and buildings a rest, 
allowing for a good clean and the fresh air to kill 
any bugs off.  Although the mornings are easier, 
there is still a lot of stock to check out in the 
fields, with the occasional moving of groups to 
fresh clean pastures, sometimes an easy move, 
just pick up the electric fencing and sometimes 
back to the yard to drench the cattle to clear out 
any worms and other times to apply a fly 
repellent to keep the pesky flies off as they are 
prone to cause eye infections which can cause blindness if it is not seen and 
treated promptly. 

 

We have made a small amount of hay, but have some more grass to cut off some 
fields that are in an environmental scheme and have to be left to allow the birds 
to nest and the flowers to shed seed, these are not allowed to be cut until the 
middle of July, then depending on the weather it will be made into hay or silage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All the ewes have been weaned away from the lambs and are grazing some 
downland which is older grass and will allow the ewes to tick over during the 
summer and rebuild some of their body condition that they have lost whilst 
feeding their youngsters.  The older ewes which have not got many teeth or bad 
udders have been sold as culls through market.  The ewes and the lambs have 
also had a fly spray and are undergoing some foot treatment at regular intervals 
to try and cure a foot disease that was unfortunately brought into the flock by 
some carrier ewes. 
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The maize has suddenly grown upwards but has been 
hindered by the colder days and nights, the rain showers 
have though certainly helped the later drilled crops to 
develop.  The combines have been serviced, the trailers 
all washed, whilst we wait for the corn to ripen which is 
fast approaching, with the winter barley turning yellow 
and the grains hardening.  One piece of oil seed rape will 
be ready in about a week, the other a while away still. 

 

 

Over the past few weeks we have 
had visits to the farm here from schools, Girl Guides, 
meetings for farmers  and other groups some with tractor 
and trailer rides, talks with speakers on relevant subjects 
in the grain store, river dipping on the River Piddle and a 
favourite with children of running through the lines of 
the growing maize.  

 

Wakely Cox 

12th July 2024 
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TOLPUDDLE GARDEN 

SERVICES  

For : Garden Restoration 

Re-Planting and Maintenance  

All Aspects of your Garden 
Undertaken  

Tel: 07789 595110 

Email:  
Tolpuddlegardeservices@hotmail.com 
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THE PUDDLETOWN SOCIETY 

 
There is no meeting in August 

 

 
Wednesday 11 September 2024 

 
 PAINTING THE WILDLIFE AROUND PUDDLETOWN 

IN WATERCOLOUR 

 
a demonstration talk by 

 
Paul Matthews 

 
St Mary’s Church Room 7.30pm 

 
Admission: Members: free, Visitors: £5 

LOTTERY HELPS PUDDLETOWN VILLAGE HALL GO SOLAR 

 

A grant of £11,500 from the National Lottery Community Fund will 
help Puddletown Village Hall achieve its aim of installing solar pan-
els with battery backup. The grant is in addition to Puddletown Area 
Parish Council’s offer of over £5,000 to fund the batteries. 

 

We expect the system will significantly reduce our electricity costs and help us 
limit any future charges to hirers. Thanks to National Lottery players the cost of 
the hall should be affordable for everyone who uses it which we hope will en-
courage more community activity.  

 

The system is due to be installed at the end of July. 

 

Chris Leonard (Treasurer) 
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CLERGY The Revd Sarah Hillman (Vicar) 01305 848 784 

 sarah.c.hillman@outlook.com  

LICENSED LAY MINISTER Margaret Rickard 01305  849332 

CHURCHWARDENS Vacancy (Puddletown)  

 Dawn Loveless (Puddletown) 01305 849 534  

 Hilly Cobban (Tolpuddle) 07817 557367  
 Jayne Brayshaw (Tolpuddle) 01305 849 314 

 Pam Shults (Milborne St Andrew) 01258 837 203 

 Tony Fox (Milborne St Andrew) 01258 837 651 

 Sue Britton (Dewlish) 01258 837 218 

 Jim Burg (Dewlish) 01258 837 466 

BENEFICE OFFICE Emma Hughes   

(www.puddletownbenefice.org) puddletownbenefice@outlook.com  

PUDDLETOWN CONTACTS   

Alcoholics Anonymous   

Area Parish Council   

Michelle Harrington 
clerk@puddletownareaparishcouncil.gov.uk  

01202 670105  

Bell Ringers Robin Mears 01305 848 021 

Children’s Society   

Church Room Jane Stanley 
01305 848494 

07871 169014   

Community Café Katie Weiss   

COMMUNITY LIBRARY  Run & financed by volunteers 01305 848 506       

Opening Hours:- 

puddletownlibrary@gmail.com  

Wednesday: 3.00pm to 5.00pm 
Friday:  10.00am to 12.00noon 
Saturday: 10.00am to 12.00noon  

County Councillor Emma Parker  

Cricket Club David Stevens 07720 411 952 

Cubs, Scouts  & Beavers 
Barry Thomas 
www.puddletownscouts.org.uk  

01305 852314 

Football Club Steve Brown 07789 821 408 

Flower Rota Heather Mears 01305 848 021 

Footpaths & Rights of Way Julian Hubbuck   
julian.hubbuck@gmail.com  

07881 678 126  

mailto:julian.hubbuck@gmail.com
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DOCTORS   

Puddletown Surgery  Dr J Griffiths, Dr C Burnham & Dr J Bond   01305 848 333 

Puddletown Surgery (Dispensary)  01305 849 329 

Out of hours medical advice & NHS 

Direct  

Out of hours medical advice 

& NHS Direct  
111 

Friends of Puddletown Church 
Jill Temple 

friendsofpuddletownchurch@gmail.com   

Friends of Puddletown Library Paul Poser 01305 848 176  

Gift Aid Co-ordinator Bob Todd 01305 849 048 

Guides, Brownies & Rainbows Amy Knight 01305 848 602 

Gym 

Exercise Classes For All 

Dan Weiss  
coachdan26@gmail.com  
 
Sylvia Salcedo 
sylvia.a.salcedo@gmail.com  
 

07547 713675  

07788 101075  

 

Handbells Bob Todd 01305 849 048 

Mini-Soccer/Youth Football Jon Palmer 07891 173 999 

Neighbourhood Plan Clerk to PAPC  

PCC Secretary Emma Hughes 

PCC Treasurer David Elliott 07776 256537 

Pilates (at First School) Kathy Ashdown 07967 655159 

Puddletown CPPP www.facebook.com/puddletownplaypark  

Pumpkins Toddler Group Find us on Facebook or Instagram @puddletownpumpkins 

Puddletown Society John Ridout 01305 848 940 

Puddletown Ukulele Group 
Bob Watson 

bobwatson55@hotmail.com 
07725 684 400 

Recreational Multi Games Area David Knight  07890 260 320 

Recreation Ground Pavilion Liz Knight  01305 848 380 

Royal British Legion (RBL) S Ridout 01305 848 940 

Rugby Club Ray Stephens 
puddletownrfc@hotmail.com 07966 412 467 

SCHOOLS   

Pre-school Sharon Brown 
www.puddletownpreschool.co.uk 01305 849 533 

First School (Head of School) Mrs A Seal 
www.puddletownfirst.dorset.sch.uk 01305 848 206 

St Mary’s CE Middle School Mr Tim Ennion 01305 848 293 



Parish Magazine - August 2024 

 
31 

Short Mat Bowls   

Village Hall Caretaker/Bookings Kevin Smith 07706  798271 

Village Hall Committee Secretary Amy Knight 01305 848602 

Yoga Mandy Cooper  07713 477737 

Young Farmers (Dorset)  01305 263 947 

 

Defibrillator (outside Martyrs 

Inn) 
Clare & Roger Angus 07720 059035 or 01305 848286  

Orchard Meadow Clerk to PAPC  

PCC Secretary Heather Saunders  

PCC Treasurer John Taylor 01305 848 552 

Physio-Led Pilates Sam Buxton samjbuxton31@gmail.com 

Pilates Kathy Ashdown 07967 655159 

Tolpuddle Events Committee Ian Cray  

Tolpuddle Home Group Shirley & Richard Woolford 01305 849539 

Tolpuddle Old Chapel Trust    info@tolpuddleoldchapeltrust.org 

Tolpuddle Toddler Group Maria Palmer  07717 506020 

Tolpuddle Village Meeting Tyra Nozaic Goosen, Clerk. tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com 

Tolpuddle Village Show Jo Austwick austwickjoanne@gmail.com. 

Tolpuddle & Southover Village 

Website 
www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk tolpuddlevillagewebsite@gmail.com 

Village Hall Bookings Sec. Jo Austwick  tolpuddlevhinfo@gmail.com 

Village Hall Chairman 
Peter Walton  
pdwalton@btinternet.com 01305 848 034 

Yoga (Iyengar) Sue Chapman 01305 848 053 

  

USEFUL & EMERGENCY NUMBERS    

Benefit Enquiry Line  0800 88 22 00 

Dorset Community Action info@dorsetcommunityaction.org.uk   

Dorset County Hospital  01305 251 150 

Electricity Failure  (Southern Electric)    0800 0727 282  
Gas Leak or a smell of gas  0800 111 999 

POLICE—Local Officers 
PC Moore 0229 & PSCO 

Alison Donnison 6500 

101 or "Contact Us" section on 

Dorset Police Website 

   

   

   

mailto:austwickjoanne@gmal.com
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DEWLISH CONTACTS  

Cricket Elaine Kellaway 01258 837 696 

Ladies Group Judith Bridgen 01258 837 157 

Parish Council Chris Udens (Chair) 07973 167117 

Parish Clerk 
Amanda Crocker 

dewlish@dorset-aptc.gov.uk  
 

Village Hall (Chair) Andrew Barnett 07551 839296 

Village Hall (Sec) Alex Carter  01258 837 312 

MILBORNE ST ANDREW CONTACTS     

Allotment Society Joy Robinson 01258 837 661 

Archery Mike Healy 01300 342 134 

Badminton Bruce Dyer 01258 839 117 

Bellringers Robin Mears  01305 848 021 

Busy Bees Group (Under 5s) Claire Tudge 07970 734 162 

Cribbage Peter Anthony 01258  837 089 

Food & Wine Club Steve O’Neill 07490 691 121  
Gardening Club Bill Love 01258 837 677  
Ladybirds Playgroup Liz Dyer 01258 839 117 

Milborne First School Michelle Cheeseman (Head) 01258 837 362 

Milborne Players Gren Davis 07876 793 319 

Nightsabre Dog Training Group Natasja Lewis 07896 275 357 

Neighbourcar Nigel Hodder 01258 470 333 

Parish Council Richard MacNair (Chair) 07774 081 551  
 Wayne Lewin (Clerk) 07419 136 735 

Patient Voice Secretary  Nigel Hodder 07983 013 781  
Pilates (at First School) Claire Barratt 07703 648869 

Scout Group Sam Elliott 07873 762 035 

Sports Club Philip Smith (& Bookings) 07776 561 105 

Tap Dancing (Adults) Kevin Selby 01305 250 386 

Tennis - Member’s Secretary Rich Hawker 07983 013 781  

Village Hall 
Linsey O’Neill (Chair)  

chair.msavh@gmail.com 
07798 720 812 

 Susan Poet (Bookings) 07866 313 999 

Wednesday Social Club Sheila Burton 01258 839 033 

Women’s Institute Lesley Clarke  01929 471 732 

Yoga –at Milborne Sports Pavilion Sue Chapman (Iyengar yoga)  01305 848 053 

Yoga—at Village Hall Angela Johnson 01258 839 060 
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St John’s Church 

Tolpuddle August 2024 

Goodness - what a wet month July started out 
to be, hopefully by the time you read this the 
sun will have come out and we will see some 
more sunshine for the rest of the summer - 
especially now the schools have broken up and 
families are planning their holidays together. 
 

Once again we welcomed the TUC here for their weekend of fun and probably 
celebrations of our new Labour government - after last year’s sad cancellation 
because of the storms.  (As I am writing this a few weeks before the event - I only 
hope they were not repeated!)  With all the help and involvement of villagers in 
the breakfasts, car parking arrangements and VIP lunches - it really is all hands 
to the pump and a great way to get involved in village life. 
 
TEC are now working at full steam ahead with the plans for the Summer Fete in 
Orchard Meadow on 25th of this month. As usual help is always welcome. 
 
Later this summer we will be running Ride and Stride again. On September 
14th, this fund raising event, involving walkers, cyclists and horse-riders is in aid 
of the Historic Churches Trust but 50% of the funds we raise come back to St 
John’s. In view of our leaking roof, which is due to be repaired in September, 
any extra fund-raising will be greatly appreciated. This was organised in the past 
by Philippa Francis - it would be lovely if we had a strong turnout in her 
memory, either of Riders, Striders or those wishing to sponsor. There will be a 
joint JustGiving page for donations. Please contact Jayne Brayshaw 
(07739100181) for information. 
  
Meanwhile village life carries on - and church services continue. We keep hoping 
that the numbers of congregation will improve to ensure that our church 
remains viable - we really do need it not only for regular worship but also for 
special occasions - weddings, christenings and sadly funerals. But we are also so 
lucky to have the church available every day, to go and sit in and have a bit of 
time to ourselves away from everyone else! Those that treasure such peace and 
quiet may enjoy our Reflective Service - held on the second Sunday of every 
month at 5.30.  
 
Here is a reminder of all of the rest of our services through August, we are so 
fortunate that we can offer such variety - we do hope that one of these will suit 
you -  
August 4th - Communion - 9.30am 

August 11th - Reflection - 5.30pm 

        Continued on page 35 
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August 18th - Communion - 9.30am 

August 25th - Go Fourth - with Coffee - 10.00am 

 
We will finish this report on a positive note, as summer continues and the 
vegetable gardens are groaning with produce and beautiful flowers. We see 
many visitors wandering around our lovely village and they all say how 
fortunate we are to live here - and we truly are.     
  
Hilly and Jayne 
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Puddletown Area Parish Council 
 

NEW COUNCILLOR: The Puddletown Area Parish Council is pleased to 
formally welcome our new Councillor, Cllr George Grazebrook. Cllr Grazebrook 
brings a wealth of experience and a strong commitment to serving our 
community. His experience will undoubtedly contribute significantly to the 
development and well-being of our parish. We look forward to working with 
him. 
Additionally, we would like to inform the community that there are still 
opportunities available for those interested in joining the council. Your 
involvement can make a difference in shaping the future of Athelhampton, 
Burleston, Puddletown & Tolpuddle. 
 
CRICKET CLUB SCOREBOARD: A representative of the Cricket Club 
approached the Parish Council to request permission to install scoreboard 
facilities, which will significantly enhance the club's amenities. After 
thoroughly addressing the Council's initial concerns, the request was approved. 
The Council is now eager to see the new scoreboard in action and anticipates 
the positive impact it will have on the club and the community. 
 
TREEWORKS: The Coombe: Upcoming Bank Stabilisation Project. Over the 
next few months, Hardy Tree Surgeons will be undertaking critical bank 
stabilisation work in the Coombe. This necessary project involves the removal 
of several trees to ensure the stability and safety of the bank. While the removal 
of trees is unfortunate, it is essential for the successful completion of the 
stabilization process. 
Once the bank has been successfully stabilized, the Puddletown Area Parish 
Council is committed to restoring the natural beauty of the Coombe. Plans will 
include replanting the area with a variety of trees and vegetation, aiming to 
enhance the local ecosystem and preserve the scenic quality of the landscape. 
The council appreciates the community’s understanding and support during 
this important work and looks forward to a rejuvenated and stable Coombe in 
the near future. 
 
TREEWORKS: Orchard Meadow and Puddletown Recreation Ground. 
Shortly Rempstone Tree Surgeons will be undertaking annual maintenance of 
all trees and hedges in and around our playparks. Whilst the hedges may look 
like they have been attacked for a short while after, please rest assured this 
work will not cause any permanent harm to the hedge, and in fact with regular 
maintenance, should make the hedge stronger and healthier.  
 
FENCING: As we all know, wooden fences do not last forever, and 
unfortunately, the toddler fence in the Puddletown Area Play Park is currently 
rotting, with several broken or missing posts. Puddletown Area Parish Council 
has approved a contractor to replace the entire fence. 
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PUDDLETOWN PLAY PARK – Teen Shelter (Stage). It was with a heavy 
heart that the Parish Council had to agree to remove the Teen Shelter (stage) in 
the Puddletown Play Park, due to safety concerns. The safety of our community 
is our top priority, and we believe this is the best course of action. Thank you 
for your understanding as we work towards ensuring a safe and enjoyable 
environment for everyone. 
 
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING – Tuesday 13th August 2024, at 7pm in the 
Tolpuddle Village Hall.  
 
PARISH COUNCIL CONTACT DETAILS: (Please remember to give 
permission for your details to be shared with Councillors, but note your details 
will NOT be shared with anyone else)  
Clerk: Michelle Harrington, Telephone: 01202 670105,  
Email: clerk@puddletownareaparishcouncil.gov.uk,  
Write: 34 Egmont Road, Poole Dorset BH16 5BZ, Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/PuddletownAPC/, Website: http://
www.puddletownareaparishcouncil.co.uk 

Creative Clay for All 
 
 

5th August 2024 - family clay workshop at Puddletown  
 

This class is for adults and children age 12+. £35 is for 
one adult and child to make a pinch pot animal each. 
There will be a demo and I shall be on hand with 
techniques to create your animals. They will be kiln 
fired. 
 
Booking & further info for both classes is at  https://
www.creativeclayforall.co.uk/shop.html 

http://www.puddletownareaparishcouncil.co.uk
http://www.puddletownareaparishcouncil.co.uk
https://www.creativeclayforall.co.uk/shop.html
https://www.creativeclayforall.co.uk/shop.html
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St Mary’s CE Middle School, Puddletown 

Inspire today to shape tomorrow 

Summer term; the season of residentials at St Mary’s! 
 
This term our students have been packing their bags to embark on some 
amazing opportunities that they will undoubtedly remember for years to come. 

 
In May our Year 8 students spent three days at the 
fabulous Buddens Activity Centre, Rockley, Wareham, 
where they got to experience climbing, the zip line, fire 
lighting, Mega SUP (riding on a giant stand-up 
paddleboard), Bell Boats (special boats to help students 
get used to water sports), the high 
ropes gauntlet, raft building, the 
Rockley challenge (orienteering 
with team building activities), the 
Buddens challenge (an assault 
course), Tomahawk throwing and 
archery!  The children spent the 

nights in bell tents after fun-packed days comprising eight 
different activities, and evenings in camp playing ball games 
with the staff.  The students look forward to the summer 
residential with great excitement and it is just one of a 
series of memorable opportunities enjoyed by everyone 
during their final year at the school. 

 
No sooner had our Year 8s returned from Wareham than 
Year 6 departed to the New Barn Field Centre in Bradford 
Peverell for four days of fun in the unspoilt wilds of 
Dorset!  This is the first residential experience of our 
students’ time at St Mary’s, and it 
was certainly a memorable one with 
the children enjoying action-packed 
days of nature walks, meeting the 
farm animals, pond dipping, Viking 
themed bush crafts, orienteering, 
Viking living history, BBQs, making 
campfires, singing camp songs and 

getting to make pottery on a real potter’s wheel!  The 
children also appreciated the moments of down-time when 
they were free to explore the beautiful grounds, play ball 
games or just enjoy a much needed rest!  
 
 
 
 



44 

Parish Magazine - August 2024 

As always we are forever grateful to our 
wonderful staff who give up their own time to 
offer these terrific experiences for our students.  
Massive thank you to Mr Bingham and the Year 
8 team and Mrs Doak and the Year 6 team for 
making it all possible!   
 
 
 
 
 

It’s been as busy as ever at St Mary’s during the 
final few weeks of the summer term!  A highlight 
of the season is always the summer 
performances that are always guaranteed to 
pack the school hall.  This year, Year 5 rose to 
the ambitious challenge of performing a ‘Historical adventure through the 

ages’.  Every Year 5 child was involved in the 
production which took the audience through 
a series of wonderfully executed historical 
plays, from life in a Victorian workhouse, to 
the court of Queen Elizabeth I and the sagas 
of the Vikings.  All the children were 
fabulous; all that time practicing lines, 
dance routines and lyrics, certainly paid off!  
 
 

 
The Year 5 performance followed hot on 
the heels of the St Mary’s summer 
music concert and arts festival, an 
impressive event when those pupils who 
have a passion for the arts have the 
chance to show off their talents.  Well 
over thirty different acts, including rock 
bands, vocalists, instrumentalists and 
dancers enthralled a packed school hall.  
At the same time visitors enjoyed the opportunity to view a wide range of art 
work that our students had created during the year, from ceramics to 
drawings and paintings.  To see more of the terrific art that our students 
create, why not follow stmarysschoolart on Instagram?  We guarantee you 
will be impressed by our students’ work! 
 
Our talented (and very busy!) Year 5s have also been contributing to the 
‘Books in Bloom’ at St Mary’s Church, Puddletown.  The students worked 
with St Mary’s staff Mrs Warder, Miss Drew and Mrs Moore, to create an 
amazing display of the Dorset Heathland ecosystem.  Linked to the work of 
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Thomas Hardy, and specifically to his novel The Return of the Native, the 
children created ceramic lizards and snakes, paper mache owls, felted pictures of 
heathland scenes and clay tiles featuring imprinted text from Hardy’s book.  We 
hope you had the chance to view the children’s work on display at the church! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And finally, we have all been enjoying watching the progress (and spectacular 
growth rate!) of two tiny chicks which our Year 5 children hatched recently from 
eggs in an incubator!  Both chicks are doing very well and have just taken their 
first flight at the time of writing!  Lifecycles in action! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wishing everyone a lovely summer break from the staff and students of St 
Mary’s Middle School. 
 

CONTACTS 

 

For further information, admission details or to arrange a visit, 

please contact the school office 

 

Head of School:  Tim Ennion  

Chair of Governors:  Martin Kimberley  

St Mary’s School Association:  Chairpersons: Briony Hosford & Marie Chapell 

e-mail: office@stmaryscemiddle.uk  

website: www.stmaryscemiddleschool.co.uk 

Follow us on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/SMCEMIDPUDD 

Tel: 01305 848293 

mailto:office@stmaryscemiddle.uk
http://www.stmaryscemiddleschool.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/SMCEMIDPUDD
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Notes from St Andrew’s 
 
By the time you read this, we will be in the final weeks of summer. With rain 
banging against the windows as I write, I wonder if we will notice any difference 
other than the shorter days! 
 
Since last writing, we have had two lovely Baptisms; we were delighted to 
welcome Bella and Molly with their respective parents, Godparents, Families 
and Friends. I wonder how many children and adults have been baptised in our 
font since 1150 or thereabouts! 
 
At the other end of life’s journey, we celebrated the life of David Eastment at his 
Funeral. He now rests with his late wife, Diane (neé Samways). As a tribute to 
his love of gardening, one of the floral arrangements was a beautifully crafted 
“carrot” made of orange chrysanthemums with an Asparagus Fern top. 
 
Our pattern of Services continues as usual. At the end of June, it was a joy to join 
with the other Church communities in the Benefice for the annual Farm Service, 
held in a barn at Parsonage Farm, Dewlish, with the kind permission of Sue 
Britton.  Although it was a grey morning, the swallows swooped, the pigeons 
cooed, and the hens clucked.  Sarah celebrated the Eucharist, Margaret Rickard 
preached, Jim Burg led the intercessions, and Tony played the keyboard. As it 
was Jim’s birthday, a rousing chorus of “Happy Birthday to you” rang out across 
the valley, and a Spitfire (from the Air Show at Compton Abbas) flew past. Not 
every churchwarden gets a flypast on their birthday! 
 
As I said at the beginning of this piece, the years come and go all too quickly, but 
as we read in the Book of Genesis, “While the earth remains, Seedtime and 
harvest, Cold and heat, Winter and summer, And day and night shall not cease.” 
Or, as a favourite hymn expresses it: 
 
“Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside.” 
 
May we all know that Presence, and whatever the weather, 
may it brighten our lives and guide our days. 
 
Tony & Pam, Churchwardens. 
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Milborne St Andrew First School 
 

Honeysuckle Class had a wonderful trip to one of our partners in learning, 
Wessex Wild Farm in Tincleton. As part of our enquiry question linked to the 
Anglo-Saxons, we learnt about farming now and how it compares to how the 

Anglo-Saxons farmed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term in Bluebell class we have been exploring the inquiry question ' Why 
do we like to live beside the sea?’.  Many of us visit our local beaches as a place 
to spend time with the family, cold water swims, sports or as a place to find 

calm within the chaos of our busy lives. It is easy for us to take this for granted, 
so we have been thinking about how the beach differs from other places, how 
they have changed since the 1970s and how to ensure they are there to enjoy in 
the future. To help us along this journey we enjoyed a warm, sunny trip to 

Lulworth Cove. We became butterfly and moth spotters, wildflower hunters and 
sustainability experts - litter pickers. We participated in a scavenger hunt, 
explored the wonders of the habitats within rock pools discovering several 
species of crabs, anemone and lots of limpets. We also searched for fossils 

before enjoying lunch in the sunshine and an obligatory roll down the hill. It 
was a fantastic opportunity to visit a beautiful place right on our doorstep and 
support our learning. 
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Dewlish Church Notes 

OUR Farm Service, held at Sue Britton’s farm and led by 
Sarah with Margaret giving the talk, was such a joyful 
occasion, especially because the barn was full of parish-
ioners from across the Benefice. The service was followed 
by a bring-and-share lunch during which we were able to 
catch up with our friends from the other villages as well 

as those people from Dewlish. 
 
A very big thank-you, therefore, to Sue and her family who put such a lot of 
hard work into preparation, and providing drinks and hospitality.  
 
The collection, amounting to £70, has been donated to Farm Africa. 
 
And now to August…On Bank Holiday Monday (the 26th) we are holding a Pop
-up Market in the Village Hall, starting at 2.30pm, at which (hopefully!) we 
shall be selling surplus produce from our gardens, as well as jams, marmalades, 
etc. As usual, we shall also be serving delicious cakes and refreshments. 
 
Please do come along and support us and enjoy a relaxing cup of tea and cake, 
and take home some of our very tasty and healthy produce. 

 

Daphne Burg 
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Across 
 
1 and 3 Two of the disciples who witnessed the transfiguration of Jesus (Luke 
9:28) (4,3,5) 
3 See 1 Across  
8 ‘Let us draw — to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of 
faith’ (Hebrews 10:22) (4)  
9 O Simon is (anag.) (8)  
11 Form of government under the direct rule of God or his agents (10)  
14 How Jesus found his disciples when he returned to them after praying in 
Gethsemane (Luke  22:45) (6)  
15 In The Pilgrim’s Progress, the name of the meadow into which Christian 
strayed, which led to  Doubting Castle (2-4)  
17 Glad sin rat (anag.) (10) 
20 Spinal column (Leviticus 3:9) (8)  
21 Valley of the Balsam Tree with a reputation of being a waterless place 
(Psalm 84:6) (4)  
22 ‘The oracle of Balaam son of Beor, the oracle of one — — sees clear-
ly’ (Numbers 24:3) (5,3)  
23 Adam and Eve’s third son (Genesis 4:25) (4) 
 
 
Down 
 
1 David’s great friend (1 Samuel 20:17) (8)  
2 ‘The Lord... will bring me safely to his — kingdom’ (2 Timothy 4:18) (8)  
4 ‘I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. I ate no choice food; — — or wine 
touched my lips’   (Daniel 10:3) (2,4)  
5 Seeking to vindicate (Job 32:2) (10)  
6 Female servant (Isaiah 24:2) (4)  
7 ‘For Christ died for — once for all’ (1 Peter 3:18) (4)  
10 ‘Offering spiritual sacrifices — to God through Jesus Christ’ (1 Peter 2:5) 
(10)  
12 Jesus said that some people had renounced this ‘because of the kingdom 
of heaven’  (Matthew 19:12) (8)  
13 One of the three men thrown into the furnace for refusing to worship 
Nebuchadnezzar’s  golden image (Daniel 3:20) (8)  
16 ‘You have — of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, 
drink and be merry’  (Luke 12:19) (6)  
18 ‘There before me was a white horse! Its rider held — — , and he was given 
a crown’  (Revelation 6:2) (1,3)  
19 Equipment to Charity Hospitals Overseas (1,1,1,1) 
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Services in the Benefice  

4th August - Trinity 10 

Psalm 78.23-29; Ephesians 4.1-16; John 6.24-35  

9.30am Parish Communion Tolpuddle 

9.30am Milborne Praise Milborne 

11.00am Parish Communion Puddletown 

11.00am BCP Morning Prayer Dewlish 

4.00pm Bubble Church Puddletown VH 

11th August - Trinity 11 

Psalm 34.1-8; Ephesians 4.24-5.2; John 6.35, 41-51  

9.30am Parish Communion  Milborne 

11.00am Puddletown Praise Puddletown 

11.00am Parish Communion Dewlish 

3.00pm Holy Baptism Puddletown 

5.30pm Sunday Reflections Tolpuddle 

18th August - Trinity 12 

Psalm 34.9-14; Ephesians 5.15-20; John 6.51-58  

9.30am Parish Communion  Tolpuddle 

9.30am Worship in Stillness Milborne 

11.00am Parish Communion  Puddletown 

11.00am Family Service Dewlish 

25th August - Trinity 13 

Psalm 34.15-22; Ephesians 6.10-20; John 6.56-69  

9.30am Parish Communion + Holy Baptism Milborne 

10.00am Go Fourth Tolpuddle 

11.00am BCP Matins (traditional language)   Puddletown 

11.00am Parish Communion Dewlish 

MORNING PRAYERS (Mon. – Thurs. 8.30 a.m.; Sat. 9.00 a.m.) 

On Zoom, please contact Sarah Hillman (sarah.c.hillman@outlook,com) for the 

link (Please note that the calendar of services may be subject to change) 

mailto:sarah.c.hillman@outlook,com
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