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Front Cover Photos:  Easter Cross made by Puddletown First School 

The Editor’s decision is final.  All items for publication must include name and 
contact number of the author.  Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of 
the church or the magazine.  Advertisers are neither vetted nor endorsed by the 
Parish Magazine. 
Please mention the Puddletown Parish Magazine when responding to advertisers. 
For magazines by post contact the Distributors as shown above. 
Published by the Parish Magazine, St Mary’s Church, The Square, Puddletown, 
Dorchester DT2 8SL. 
Copy deadline for the April magazine is 7th March 2024 

Annual Advertising Rates to end December 2024 (Sizes are cm) 

Quarter Page - (6.00 x 9.00)(P) - £78.00 Half Page -     (12.26 x 9.00)     - £143.00 

Quarter Page - (12.26 x 4.20)(L) - £78.00                         Whole Page - (12.26 x 18.25)    - £195.00 

Contact Details 

Editor 
The Revd     

Sarah Hillman 
puddletownparishmagazine@gmail.com 

Advertising Manager Pam Fleetwood puddletownparishmagads@gmail.com 

Dewlish Editor Geoff Bull 
 

01258 837 316 
 

Milborne Editor John Wright 01258 839 090 

Puddletown Editor Emma Hughes puddletownparishmagazine@gmail.com 

Tolpuddle Editor Emma Hughes puddletownparishmagazine@gmail.com 

 
Distribution C0-0rdinator 

 
Jan O’Mara 

 
01305 848 551 

 

Tolpuddle Distribution Liz Gould 01305 848 464 
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Looking at the view 
 
March this year is full of special times for Christians. All of it is 
in Lent, with Mothering Sunday, Holy Week and Easter itself in 
its 31 days. Our perspective shifts from penitence to gratitude, to 
harrowing sadness to great joy. It’s going to be a roller-coaster 
month. 

 
How we view these events can have a lasting effect on our lives. 
 
We can choose to ignore them completely, in which case there is likely to be no 
effect at all, except for mothers missing out and eating rather less chocolate 
than others may consume. 
 
But we can also look at them from a different perspective. For Christians Holy 
Week and Easter are pivotal points in the faith. Without them there would be 
no Christianity. For it is at Easter time that the depth of God’s love is revealed. 
At Christmas we remember Christ entering our world; at Easter we celebrate 
his saving power. Christmas is about life; Easter brings new life. 
    
For those who look at the resurrection in a more positive light, whole lives can 
change. It is about more than an empty tomb. It is about an encounter with the 
risen Christ, whose love is strong enough to overcome death. 
    
God’s invitation is to receive hope, forgiveness, healing and wholeness, and to 
know that even in the darkest times, we are not alone. 
    
How we approach life depends much on our perspective of it. We can believe 
that this world is all that there is, or we can decide that we are part of a much 
bigger story that started at creation and continues on into eternity. 
    
The Creed which we say at many Sunday services has these words: “We look to 
the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.” God invites us 
to be part of the big story, the story that always brings hope, the story that has 
love at its heart. 
    
I can’t imagine Easter without a chocolate egg or two, but chocolate doesn’t 
last – at least certainly not in the Vicarage. But Easter viewed only through a 
chocolate lens misses the point completely. 
    
Easter viewed through a resurrection lens brings hope, a way of seeing life 
differently and a promise of love and life for ever. 
    
Which view will be ours this year, I wonder.  
 
With best wishes 

Sarah 
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St. Mary’s Church Events - 

March 

Pop-in Coffee Mornings in the Church Room 
are every Thursday from 10am to 12noon.  
Everyone (of any age) is welcome. Good coffee and 
delicious cakes and/or biscuits are always on offer.  
Come and join us for a sociable hour or two. 

 Warm Space This continues every Wednesday 
from 10am to 3pm in the Church room. Do come 
and join us for a cup of hot coffee or a warming 
bowl of soup at lunchtime. 

Prayer Group This continues to meet in the church room on Tuesday mornings 
from 10.30 until 11.30am.  All are welcome. 

Bubble Church will take place on Sunday 3rd March, 3.45pm for refreshments 
and 4 pm start. Young families are welcome to come and join in the fun with 
treats, singing and a story with puppets.  

Book now at: bubblechurchpuddletown@gmail.com 

Craft Group  this will take place on Thursday 7th March at 12.30. If you would 
like to book your place then please contact Margaret 
margaretmary227@gmail.com or 01305 849332 

The Village Lunch will be on Monday 11th March at 12noon.  We shall be 
serving  sausage casserole followed by the usual array of sumptuous puds! A 
vegetarian dish will also be served. These must be booked in advance. If you 
haven’t yet booked your place then please contact Sheila on 849193 or Jean on 
848211.   

Cards Rosemary will bring her cards to the pop-in coffee morning on March 14th 

A Benefice Games Afternoon will take place on 17th March 2.30 – 4.30pm in 
the church room. There will be an assortment of games t0 play and we hope to 
provide some light  refreshments. 

The Lent Course continues on Monday evenings at 7.30pm. This year it is 
based on the film Chocolat and is titled ‘Christ and the Chocolaterie’. It uses the 
film as a starting point for exploring issues about God, the world and what it is to 
be human. Sessions will end by 9.00pm. 
 

 

mailto:bubblechurchpuddletown@gmail.com
mailto:margaretmary227@gmail.com
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St Mary’s Puddletown 

Intercessors Scripture Readers 

3rd March  Cynthia Metcalfe Judy Bumby 

10th March  Puddletown Praise Team 

17th March  Dawn Loveless TBA 

24th March Margaret Rickard Ursula Pomeroy & Geoff Hawkins 

31st March Bob Todd  Heather Mears 

Charitable Giving 2024 

Lent Dorchester Poverty Action 

Mothering Sunday Mosaix 

Easter Day The Salvation Army (Homeless) 

Harvest Water Aid 

Christmas The Children’s Society 

The Difference 
 

I got up early one morning 
and rushed right into the day; 
I had so much to accomplish 

that I didn't have time to pray. 
Problems just tumbled about me, 

and heavier came each task. 
"Why doesn't God help me?" 

I wondered, 
he answered, "You didn't ask." 
I wanted to see joy and beauty, 

but the day toiled on grey and bleak, 
I wondered why God didn't show me: 

He said: "But you didn't seek." 
I tried to come into God's presence; 

I used all my keys at the lock. 
God gently and lovingly chided, 

"My child, you didn't knock." 
 

I woke up early this morning, 
and paused before entering the day; 

I had so much to accomplish 
that I had to take time to pray. 

 
-- Author Unknown 
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The Church Visitor Books 
Regulars to St. Mary’s Church in Puddletown will know that there is a huge 
Visitors’ Book resting on a lectern, hopefully with pen attached on a ribbon, 
ready for visitors to sign their name and address and add comments.  Its 
purpose is to allow people to say how they feel about their visit, what they liked 
or disliked, how things could improve, or impart some information about their 
own connection to the area itself. 
 
The Magazine Group who produce and oversee the monthly Parish Magazine, 
have just taken ownership of a fair few old Visitors Books.  They were 
previously held with the Puddletown Society whose members have searched 
them for their own historic purposes, and have now extracted the information 
that needs to be known by them to keep our community history alive.  These 
books are now on their way to the Dorset Archives for posterity. 
 
But, before they leave the village, some of us have seized the opportunity to 
have a look ourselves and my goodness, what a tale they tell.  
 To begin, the first one dates back to 1909, and through the times of King 
Edward VII, King George and Queen Mary, and the sinking of the Titanic.  Even 
back in those days people visited St. Mary’s Church in Puddletown from other 
parts of Dorset and the South, but also from London, Newcastle and South 
Africa. 
 
 Is that not mind-blowing to some of you?  It was to some of us! 
 On 3 June 1912 an entire 1st Battalion Gloucester Regiment, ‘the Glosters’ all 
set foot in there together, and later on that year people came from New 
Zealand.   
 
What stands out also is the beautiful style of hand-writing used by many people 
throughout the years, and the style noticeably changes as we move up through 
the decades.  
 
We are thinking that some of you may like to have a look at these books 
yourself before they finally leave us, and if that is so, please contact one of the 
Group.  Our contact details are all on page 3 of each magazine.  We may hang 
on to them a while longer and put them out on show at a coffee morning during 
the next few weeks. 
 
There is always some person who thinks they are being funny to sign the book 
with a well-known name such as Charlton Heston, Hollywood 
USA on 3 July 1962, but Eleanor Bron, London on 29 December 
1967 we are tempted to believe.  Why was she in Dorset 
between Christmas and New Year back then? 
 
Fascinating stuff! 
 
Parish Magazine Working Group 
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Month on the Farm 
We have had the corn drill out and managed to resow the patches of fields that 
were eaten by the slugs, and a field that got too wet too drill last autumn is now 
sown, with the seeds germinating and about to come through the ground.  The 
cattle have finished grazing off some fields of cover crops and we have managed 
to get one of them sown as well - the other one needs a bit of drying out.  In 
spite of what has been a very wet winter, the cattle outside have grown well and 
by giving them a large fresh area to roam across each day have done little 
damage to the soil and have trodden large amounts of the crop back into the 

soil. 

This year we have shorn the ewes as we 
brought them in ready for lambing, 
something we have not done before.  This 
was done about a month before they are due 
to start lambing.  Obviously with the wet 
and cold nights they have to be inside to 
protect them, but their fleece will soon grow 
back and when they lamb they will go back 
outside. By shearing them it makes it easier 
to see when the ewes are bagging up and 
close to lambing and the lambs will be able 

to find the teats much more easily rather 
than sucking on some wool, but without the 
wool much harder to catch and hold onto if 
there is a problem.  Now they are inside they 
are eating some hay, straw and minerals 
and, as they get nearer to lambing, we give 
them a protein nut to help the lambs and 
ewes in the later stages and also they will 
hopefully have plenty of milk when the 
lambs are born. 

 

 

 

As we head towards spring and hear the birds singing 
earlier in the morning, we start to think about the 
coming season and it will soon be time to apply some 
nitrogen fertiliser to the grass on the dryer fields to 
get it growing ready for the cattle to graze at turnout. 
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All the arable crops will also need some fertilizer and we treat every field and 
crop individually and are working up a plan for the growing season 
depending on the crops requirements, taking into account past cropping and 
yields, soil sample results, drilling dates and the crops appearance, muck 
applications and also predicted yields, balancing that against input prices 
and end commodity prices all making for quite some time spent in the farm 
office! 

Wakely Cox 

11th February 2024 
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The Septic Tank Revolution:  
The Dorset Firm Helping Wildlife, Homeowners 
and Developers 
 
In a bold and visionary move, Burrow Environmental, a local company with a 
commitment to environmental stewardship, has introduced an ambitious 
scheme to combat nutrient pollution and enhance the health of local ecosys-
tems. This pioneering initiative, designed to offer free septic tank upgrades, is 
particularly tailored for homeowners residing in river catchments impacted by 
phosphate pollution. Its significance is underscored for residents within the 
Poole Harbour river catchments of the Piddle, Frome, Sherford, and Corfe in 
Dorset.  
 
Poole Harbour's Ramsar Site stands out as the largest and most exemplary bar-
built estuary with lagoon features in Britain. Diverse habitats including swamps, 
fens, salt marshes, and peatland mires make up this unique environment. With-
in this ecosystem there are nationally rare plants as well as invertebrates on the 
Red List of threatened species and, crucially, it supports substantial internation-
al populations of waterfowl, such as Terns and Mediterranean gulls. 
 
Nutrient pollution stemming from various sources such as agricultural runoff, 
urban areas, sewage works, septic tanks, and inefficient treatment plants, poses 
a significant threat to the health and sustainability of river ecosystems. The fer-
tilising effect of nitrates and phosphates contributes to the growth of algae and 
invasive plants leading to oxygen depletion and disruption to the food chain, 
ultimately harming the wildlife in affected habitats. 
 
For homeowners without connections to mains sewers, the necessity to upgrade 
septic tanks has become increasingly urgent. Recent environmental laws in force 
since 2015 emphasise the critical need for compliance to prevent pollution, 
prompting Burrow Environmental to step up. Recognising the challenges faced 
by septic tank owners and house builders, the company offers essential assis-
tance by facilitating planning permissions and providing cost-free septic tank 
replacements. The innovative scheme strategically operates in areas impacted 
by nutrient pollution, offering a solution by replacing septic tanks at no cost to 
the property owner. 
 
For homeowners within the Poole Harbour river catchments of the Piddle, 
Frome, Sherford, and Corfe in Dorset, applying to be included in this scheme is 
a crucial step toward not only environmental responsibility but also cost-
effective septic tank upgrades. Registering on Burrow's website not only opens 
the door to potential installation but also provides homeowners with a cash pay-
ment, making the entire process more appealing. The approved scheme focuses 
on phosphate mitigation, working closely with homeowners and local authori-
ties to expedite developments and address concerns related to nutrient neutrali-
ty. 
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The impact of new home construction on the environment, particularly con-
cerning phosphate pollution, cannot be understated. Phosphate from sewage 
and cleaning products finds its way into local rivers, contributing to eutrophi-
cation—a process that leads to excess algae growth, oxygen depletion, and 
harm to aquatic life. 
 
Developers seeking permission to build new homes must now demonstrate that 
their developments won't adversely affect the ecological status of protected 
sites, for example by causing an increase in nutrient runoff. Europe-wide laws 
known in the UK as the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 
2017, express that planning permission should not be granted if a proposal af-
fects the ecological status of a protected site that is in an unfavourable condi-
tion. 
 
Burrow Environmental's commitment to addressing these challenges becomes 
evident in their installation of modern septic systems proven to treat 
wastewater to exceptionally high standards, minimising phosphate release. 
This crucial distinction facilitates the mitigation of negative environmental im-
pacts, enabling planning permission and the construction of new homes. 
 
To qualify for a fully funded upgrade to a new wastewater treatment plant, in-
terested homeowners can register on the Burrow website and receive a com-
prehensive document pack by post as the next step in the process to getting the 
installation work schedule agreed.   With the homeowner on board, Burrow 
Environmental matches mitigation requests from developers and secures fund-
ing from them. Following necessary arrangements, the installation is arranged, 
and the Council plays a role in signing off the project to ensure compliance 
with building regulations, with Burrow paying fees to the Council on the own-
er’s behalf. 
 
Upon completion homeowners not only receive a fully upgraded system but 
also a payment to address landscaping or ground restoration work. They also 
receive an owner's guide, warranty document, and product brochure for their 
records, with a follow-up a year later to arrange the first service. 
 
The company eagerly anticipates contributing to cleaner rivers and healthier 
ecosystems through this innovative initiative. This visionary approach not only 
transforms homes but also sets the stage for a greener, more sustainable future 
for Dorset's wildlife. Burrow Environmental expresses gratitude for the com-
munity's engagement and encourages more homeowners within the specified 
catchment areas to register for this environmentally friendly and cost-free up-
grade scheme. 
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TOLPUDDLE GARDEN 

SERVICES  

For : Garden Restoration 

Re-Planting and Maintenance  

All Aspects of your Garden 
Undertaken  

Tel: 07789 595110 

Email:  
Tolpuddlegardeservices@hotmail.com 
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January 2024   

 Rainfall for the month 

Cumulative for the year 

86.10 mm 

86.10 mm  

2023 Rainfall for the month 

2023 Cumulative for the year 

114.00 mm 

    114.00 mm  

 

Temperatures 
Max.  13.300 C 

Min.  -6.000 C  

2023 
Max.  12.80° C 

Min.  -4.60º C  

Maximum wind speed       12.30 mph  

 

2023        19.00 mph  

Puddletown Weather - January 2024 

Site location (GPS): N 50
0  

44.937’ W 2
0

 20.862’  Altitude 88.39m 

(somewhat  sheltered from easterly winds) 

Warm Space! 

Every Wednesday in Puddletown Church Room. 

From 10am until 3pm 

Refreshments (tea, coffee, and soup & a roll) available. 

Bring your knitting or craft… Come and do a jigsaw… Read a book… 

All welcome! 
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Puddletown Food Bank 

Please pass on to anyone you know who might be in need. 
 
There is now a food bank in Puddletown church for the use of people living in 
the village. (This would include Athelhampton, Burleston & Troytown). 
 
Please feel free to take what you might need, and also donations welcome from 
all. The food is in some kind of order in the labelled plastic boxes. 
 
They can be found by turning left down the first aisle as you walk through the 
door. 
 
When using the foodbank, please think of other people who may 
need to access it later in the day. 
 
This food bank is supported by Puddletown First School, Puddletown Surgery, 
Puddletown Spar Shop, and St Mary’s church. 
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THE PUDDLETOWN SOCIETY 

Forthcoming meeting to be held in the Church Room 

 

 

Wednesday 13 March 2024 

DORSET BRIDGES THROUGH THE AGES 

an illustrated talk by 

Bernard Paull 

St Mary’s Church Room – 7.30pm 

 

Wednesday 10 April 2024 

ATHELHAMPTON HISTORY 

an illustrated talk by 

Owen Davies 

(Estate Manager) 

St Mary’s Church Room – 7.30pm 

 

Admission to speaker meetings: Members: Free, Visitors £5 

 

For membership enquiries please contact Heather Mears 

tel:  01305 848021   e-mail: heather.mears@hotmail.com 
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CLERGY The Revd Sarah Hillman (Vicar) 01305 848 784 

 sarah.c.hillman@outlook.com  

LICENSED LAY MINISTER Margaret Rickard 01305  849332 

CHURCHWARDENS Cynthia Metcalfe (Puddletown) 01305 848 043  

 Dawn Loveless (Puddletown) 01305 849 534  

 Hilly Cobban (Tolpuddle) 07817 557367  
 Jayne Brayshaw (Tolpuddle) 01305 849 314 

 Pam Shults (Milborne St Andrew) 01258 837 203 

 Tony Fox (Milborne St Andrew) 01258 837 651 

 Sue Britton (Dewlish) 01258 837 218 

 Jim Burg (Dewlish) 01258 837 466 

BENEFICE OFFICE Emma Hughes   

(www.puddletownbenefice.org) puddletownbenefice@outlook.com  

PUDDLETOWN CONTACTS   

Alcoholics Anonymous   

Area Parish Council 
Alan Sheppard 
Email:cllrasheppard@puddletownareaparishcoun
cil.gov.uk  

07771 98 8574 

Michelle Harrington 
clerk@puddletownareaparishcouncil.gov.uk  

01202 670105  

Bell Ringers Robin Mears 01305 848 021 

Children’s Society   

Church Room Jane Stanley 
01305 848494 

07871 169014   

Community Café 
Katie Weiss  

puddcommcafe@gmail.com  
 

COMMUNITY LIBRARY  Run & financed by volunteers 01305 848 506       

Opening Hours:- 

puddletownlibrary@gmail.com  

Wednesday: 3.00pm to 5.00pm 
Friday:  10.00am to 12.00noon 
Saturday: 10.00am to 12.00noon  

County Councillor Emma Parker  

Cricket Club David Stevens 07720 411 952 

Cubs, Scouts  & Beavers 
Barry Thomas 
www.puddletownscouts.org.uk  

01305 852314 

Football Club Steve Brown 07789 821 408 

Flower Rota Heather Mears 01305 848 021 

Footpaths & Rights of Way Julian Hubbuck   
julian.hubbuck@gmail.com  

07881 678 126  

mailto:julian.hubbuck@gmail.com
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DOCTORS   

Puddletown Surgery  Dr J Griffiths, Dr C Burnham & Dr J Bond   01305 848 333 

Puddletown Surgery (Dispensary)  01305 849 329 

Out of hours medical advice & NHS 

Direct  

Out of hours medical advice 

& NHS Direct  
111 

Friends of Puddletown Church 
Jill Temple 

friendsofpuddletownchurch@gmail.com   

Friends of Puddletown Library Paul Poser 01305 848 176  

Gift Aid Co-ordinator Bob Todd 01305 849 048 

Guides, Brownies & Rainbows Amy Knight 01305 848 602 

Gym 

Exercise Classes For All 

Dan Weiss  
coachdan26@gmail.com  
 
Sylvia Salcedo 
sylvia.a.salcedo@gmail.com  
 

07547 713675  

07788 101075  

 

Handbells Bob Todd 01305 849 048 

Mini-Soccer/Youth Football Jon Palmer 07891 173 999 

Neighbourhood Plan Clerk to PAPC  

PCC Secretary Emma Hughes 

PCC Treasurer David Elliott 07776 256537 

Pilates (at First School) Kathy Ashdown 07967 655159 

Puddletown CPPP www.facebook.com/puddletownplaypark  

Pumpkins Toddler Group Find us on Facebook or Instagram @puddletownpumpkins 

Puddletown Society John Ridout 01305 848 940 

Puddletown Ukulele Group 
Bob Watson 

bobwatson55@hotmail.com 
07725 684 400 

Recreational Multi Games Area David Knight  07890 260 320 

Recreation Ground Pavilion Liz Knight  01305 848 380 

Royal British Legion (RBL) S Ridout 01305 848 940 

Rugby Club Ray Stephens 
puddletownrfc@hotmail.com 07966 412 467 

SCHOOLS   

Pre-school Sharon Brown 
www.puddletownpreschool.co.uk 01305 849 533 

First School (Head of School) Mrs A Seal 
www.puddletownfirst.dorset.sch.uk 01305 848 206 

St Mary’s CE Middle School Mr Tim Ennion 01305 848 293 
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Short Mat Bowls   

Village Hall Caretaker/Bookings Kevin Smith 
(puddletownvh@gmail.com) 

07706  798271 

Village Hall Committee Secretary Amy Knight 01305 848602 

Yoga Mandy Cooper  07713 477737 

Young Farmers (Dorset)  01305 263 947 

 

Defibrillator (outside Martyrs 

Inn) 
Clare & Roger Angus 07720 059035 or 01305 848286  

Orchard Meadow Clerk to PAPC  

PCC Secretary Heather Saunders  

PCC Treasurer John Taylor 01305 848 552 

Physio-Led Pilates Sam Buxton samjbuxton31@gmail.com 

Pilates Kathy Ashdown 07967 655159 

Tolpuddle Events Committee Ian Cray  

Tolpuddle Home Group   

Tolpuddle Old Chapel Trust    info@tolpuddleoldchapeltrust.org 

Tolpuddle Toddler Group Maria Palmer  07717 506020 

Tolpuddle Village Meeting Tyra Nozaic Goosen, Clerk. tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com 

Tolpuddle Village Show Jo Austwick austwickjoanne@gmail.com. 

Tolpuddle & Southover Village 

Website 
www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk tolpuddlevillagewebsite@gmail.com 

Village Hall Bookings Sec. Jo Austwick  tolpuddlevhinfo@gmail.com 

Village Hall Chairman 
Peter Walton  
pdwalton@btinternet.com 01305 848 034 

Yoga (Iyengar) Sue Chapman 01305 848 053 

  

USEFUL & EMERGENCY NUMBERS    

Benefit Enquiry Line  0800 88 22 00 

Dorset Community Action info@dorsetcommunityaction.org.uk   

Dorset County Hospital  01305 251 150 

Electricity Failure  (Southern Electric)    0800 0727 282  

Gas Leak or a smell of gas  0800 111 999 

POLICE—Local Officers 
PC Moore 0229 & PSCO 

Alison Donnison 6500 

101 or "Contact Us" section on 

Dorset Police Website 

   

   

   

mailto:austwickjoanne@gmal.com
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DEWLISH CONTACTS  

Cricket Elaine Kellaway 01258 837 696 

Ladies Group Judith Bridgen 01258 837 157 

Parish Council Chris Udens (Chair) 07973 167117 

Parish Clerk 
Amanda Crocker 

dewlish@dorset-aptc.gov.uk   

Village Hall (Chair) Andrew Barnett 07551 839296 

Village Hall (Sec) Alex Carter  01258 837 312 

MILBORNE ST ANDREW CONTACTS     

Allotment Society Joy Robinson 01258 837 661 

Archery Mike Healy 01300 342 134 

Badminton Bruce Dyer 01258 839 117 

Bellringers Robin Mears  01305 848 021 

Busy Bees Group (Under 5s) Claire Tudge 07970 734 162 

Cribbage Peter Anthony 01258  837 089 

Food & Wine Club Steve O’Neill 07490 691 121  
Gardening Club Bill Love 01258 837 677  
Ladybirds Playgroup Liz Dyer 01258 839 117 

Milborne First School Michelle Cheeseman (Head) 01258 837 362 

Milborne Players Gren Davis 07876 793 319 

Nightsabre Dog Training Group Natasja Lewis 07896 275 357 

Neighbourcar Nigel Hodder 01258 470 333 

Parish Council Richard MacNair (Chair) 07774 081 551  
 Wayne Lewin (Clerk) 07419 136 735 

Patient Voice Secretary  Nigel Hodder 07983 013 781  
Pilates (at First School) Claire Barratt 07703 648869 

Scout Group Sam Elliott 07873 762 035 

Sports Club Richard Lock (& Bookings) 01258 837 929 

Tap Dancing (Adults) Kevin Selby 01305 250 386 

Tennis - Member’s Secretary Rich Hawker 07983 013 781  

Village Hall 
Linsey O’Neill (Chair)  

chair.msavh@gmail.com 
07798 720 812 

 Susan Poet (Bookings) 07866 313 999 

Wednesday Social Club Sheila Burton 01258 839 033 

Women’s Institute Lesley Clarke  01929 471 732 

Yoga –at First School (Iyengar) Sue Chapman 01305 848 053 

Yoga—at Village Hall Angela Johnson 01258 839 060 

   

   



Parish Magazine - March 2024 

 
33 

St John’s Church 

Tolpuddle March 2024 

Lent is now with us and although it means a 
certain amount of deprivation, we are aware 
that we have Easter to look forward to, with 
spring around the corner.  The evenings are 
getting lighter and bulbs are bravely pushing 
up - indeed the daffodils were out so very early 
this year. As Christians, the church calendar  

seems to unfold so regularly because it is a very important part of our life- we 
know that Easter is always followed soon after by the APCM - please note the 
date of ours: Sunday May 12th at 4.30pm - with Tea and Cake - (Before Sunday 
Reflection). Do join us for this as you will discover what has taken place through 
the year, look at the church accounts and also become aware of plans for the 
future of our church.  

2023 was a very successful year for the fund raising events with lots of support 
for Tolpuddle Events Committee  - but the next event is actually in the church - 
the concert on Sunday March 3rd at 4pm- do join us – you can buy tickets in 
advance from Hilly hlcobban@gmail.com or Marion  66mregan@gmail.com or 
Julie Bonner or at the door. 

What of other events? Following on a very successful film showing of The Great 
Escaper in January, there is to be another film night on February 27th  - Gosford 
Park - and another in March, after which there will be a break until the autumn 
as the evenings lengthen and there will be other distractions .  TEC are arranging 
a Bingo night on Saturday March 16th which will be a lot of fun. 

Our church has survived the winter storms, though there have been some rather 
dramatic leaks from the roof! We are unable to raise the sums required to repair 
the roof but have to rely on buckets in strategic places and the use of a mop! We 
realise though that we are very lucky to have such support from the village- 
Anthony and his churchyard team are doing a splendid job- thank you one and 
all. Thanks to the clearing of the ivy we have identified that the west wall behind 
the graves of the King family needs attention- perhaps we might even find a 
volunteer for this?  

And of course we need CONGREGATION- do come and enjoy and share our 
services-  

March 4th and 18th - Parish Communion 

March 11th -Reflection 

March 25th - Go Fourth 

Which will bring us to Easter Services: 

        Continued on page 35 

mailto:hlcobban@gmail.com
mailto:66mregan@gmail.com
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Good Friday – 10.00 am special service with Music, Prayer and 
Reflection-  

Easter Sunday- 9.30- Holy Communion by extension 

Another request please- we need help at Go Fourth- perhaps to help with the 
coffee or sing or play with the band- this is such an uplifting service – do please 
offer your help to make it YOURS. 

Let us all support each other through Lent.      
 
Hilly and Jayne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TOLPUDDLE TIDY AND LITTER PICK – 

Sunday 3rd March 

Please join us for the next Tolpuddle tidy and litter pick on Sunday 3rd  March 

10.00 – 12.00.  We will meet outside Orchard Meadow.   

All equipment (including high vis jackets) is provided. 

Although many villagers litter-pick as they walk it’s 

surprising how much litter we collect as a group on 

these occasions. Children are very welcome 

accompanied by an adult. 

Julia Johnstone 
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Milborne St Andrew Church News 

I’m writing this on a lovely spring-like day, with snowdrops, primroses, and 
daffodils in bloom in the garden, and it isn’t raining for once! 

Easter is “early” this year, so by the time you read this, we will be nearly three 
weeks into Lent, that annual 40 days when we accompany Jesus in the 
wilderness to prepare ourselves for the Holy Week, the most sacred week in the 
Church Calendar, culminating on Easter Day. Compline (Night Prayer) with 
hymns continues on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m. at St Andrew’s. 

We can relive the Holy Week events with several Services throughout Holy 
Week, beginning with our Parish Eucharist at 9:30 on Palm Sunday (24th when 
Palm Crosses will be blessed. (If you are unable to get to the Service but would 
like a Palm Cross, please let one of the Churchwardens know.) On Wednesday 
in Holy Week (27th), we have our final Compline, and then on Maundy 
Thursday (28th), we commemorate the Last Supper and the Institution of the 
Holy Communion at 7:30 p.m. in Puddletown. On Good Friday, we meet at the 
foot of the Cross at 12 Noon, the first of the traditional “Three Hours”, when 
Tony will lead the Liturgy of the Day – Hymns, Readings and Prayers. On 
Easter Day itself (31st), our Festal Communion will be at the usual time of 9:30 
a.m. 

To quote St John of Damascus writing in the 8th century A.D.  

“Thou hallowed chosen morn of praise, 
That best and greatest shinest; 

Fair East-er, queen of all the days, 
Of seasons, best, divinest! 

Christ rose from death; and we adore 
Forever and for-ev-er-more.” 

On a more prosaic note, the floors in the two toilets at St Andrew’s are rotting 
and require urgent attention. So, for our visitors and regulars to continue using 
our facilities, we must spend rather more than a penny!! 

February 2nd, Candlemas Day, marked the end of the Church’s celebrations of 
the Christmas Season, and it is traditional for Christmas decorations and 
wreaths to be removed from graves around that time. As the grass grows, and 
the “first cut” is in sight, a respectful reminder to remove anything that may get 
caught up in the mower.  

All of us at St Andrew’s wish you a very Happy and Blesséd Easter, a reminder 
that even in the darkest of times, light and love will conquer. 

Tony & Pam, 

Churchwardens 
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MILBORNE FOLK 

Throughout the year, there comes a steady trickle of requests for information 
relating to figures from Milborne’s past. Some relate to where someone is buried 
in the Churchyard, particularly if no gravestone exists. I was recently contacted 
by a lady in Ireland who owns a Grand Piano “delivered to the Reverend F.G.M. 
Powell at Milborne Vicarage in 1887.” The piano wouldn’t have been here long, 
as the Reverend Frederick Glyn Montagu Powell was Vicar for just over six 
months in 1887/1888. It's such a short time that he is missing altogether in 
some lists of Vicars! He came to Milborne having been a Vicar in Gloucester-
shire and, more recently, Vicar of St Matthew’s Church, Dunedin, New Zealand. 
He was ordained following a career in the Royal Navy. He left Milborne to be-
come the Private Chaplain to the Duke of Buccleuch, responsible for the Episco-
pal Chapel of St. Mary’s, Dalkeith. He died in Southbourne, Bournemouth, in 
June 1921. As well as being a pianist, he was also an author, publishing several 
Theological treatises. 

Another inquirer was surprised to find a strong link between the Stuarts, Earls 
of Moray, and Milborne. 

The Honourable Archibald Stuart, “Of the Dragoons”, son of the 9th Earl of 
Moray, married Cornelia Pleydell, youngest daughter of Edmund Morton Pley-
dell of Milborne House, in 1793. Archibald just missed out on becoming Earl of 
Moray, as his twin brother, Francis, emerged into the world a few minutes be-
fore his brother. One of Archibald and Cornelia’s sons, The Reverend George 
Gray Stuart, was Vicar of Milborne 1834-35, dying of “a rapid consumption” at 
the age of 30. Another son, Edmund Luttrell Stuart, became the Vicar of Winter-
borne Houghton. All are buried in the Churchyard here, and several of them 
have memorial tablets in the Church.  Francis, the Ninth Earl of Moray, was re-
sponsible for the magnificent Darnaway House in Perthshire, although, at one 
time, it was said that the family owned as many houses and castles as they held 
Titles! As a result of a family without a direct male heir for many generations, all 
three of The Reverend Edmund Luttrell’s sons inherited the Title. 

Tony Fox 
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PUDDLETOWN AREA PARISH COUNCIL 

Could you be a Councillor: If you live in the Parish and are over 18, then the 
likely answer is YES. The Parish Council desperately needs more people to come 
forward to represent their community. As a Parish Council we meet once a 
month for a couple of hours on the second Tuesday of each month. If you could 
spare a little time each month, please consider becoming a Councillor. If you 
think you may like to be a councillor, please call the Clerk on 01202 670105 to 
talk through being a Councillor in more detail.  

Road safety: Puddletown Area Parish Council would like anyone who has been 
involved in a near miss or collision either as a pedestrian or vehicle user at the 
junction of Dorchester Road, Kings Mead, High Street and Blandford Road to 
come to the March Parish Council meeting starting at 7pm in the Puddletown 
Village Hall.   

Playpark Updated: BUTT CLOSE – Puddletown. This playpark is currently 
owned by Magna Housing; however a lease has been agreed which will see Pud-
dletown Area Parish Council taking on the Lease. Once PAPC have signed the 
lease, work will commence to improve the area, with a lot of new play items.  If 
you would like to see a particular piece of play equipment in the play park, 
please contact the clerk with your suggestion. Email 
clerk@puddletownareaparishcouncil.gov.uk PUDDLETOWN RECREATION 
PLAY PARK – The equipment in this play park is faring well - with regular 
maintenance and the odd bit of general upkeep we hope this area will last for 
some time to come. ORCHARD MEADOW (Tolpuddle) – The play park in Or-
chard Meadow is about to undergo a considerable update, and the Parish Coun-
cil would like to hear from residents about the project. There will shortly be a 
public consultation, so please keep an eye on our website and have your say.  

PSCO Report: Each month PCSO Alison Donnison from the Dorchester East 
Rural Neighbourhood Policing Team compiles a report for Council, giving a 
breakdown of crimes/incidents that have occurred in our area during the previ-
ous month. For the month of January there were no reports logged with Dorset 
Police throughout the Parish.  If you have been affected by any crime, no matter 
how small, please report it to Dorset Police; the more reports, the more we will 
see a police presence in our parish. You can report small levels of crime through 
the Dorset Police website https://www.dorset.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-
to-report-a-crime. 

Annual Parish Meeting for Puddletown & Athelhampton: The Annual 
Parish Meeting for Puddletown & Athelhampton will be held on Tuesday 14th 
May 2024 from 6.30pm in the Puddletown Village Hall. Please come and speak 
to the Council about any issue you have within the Parish, we cannot help if we 
do not know! 

Annual Parish Meeting for Tolpuddle & Burleston: The Annual Parish 
Meeting for Tolpuddle & Burleston is likely to be held in April however the date 
is yet to be confirmed.  

mailto:clerk@puddletownareaparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Milborne St. Andrew Gardening Club 
On Thursday 21st March, starting at 7.30pm in the village hall, we have a 
speaker from The Gardens Group, because MSA Gardening Club is a member of 
the Gold Club. Benefits for our gardening club include discount shopping visits 
to three garden centres, discounts on spring bulbs, free plug plants for growing 
competitions and  discounts on pre-spring compost orders. Members savings at 
the three garden centres more than offset the cost of our gardening club 
subscriptions! 

The talk this month will be ‘Growing your own’. Topical tips on growing your 
own vegetables, maximizing space and different planting combinations to try. 

Do come and join us, as a guest for £2 or membership is just £12 FOR THE 
WHOLE YEAR. Everyone welcome, free tea, coffee and biscuits. 

 

Angela & Mark Johnson 

The Coome: As you may know, work in the Coombe to stabilise the bank has 
begun. The trees which were seen as high risk have now been removed, and 
further work will continue shortly.  

Planning Application: Full details for all planning applications and out-
comes can be found on the Dorset Council website, https://
www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning  

Next Council Meeting – Tuesday 12th March 2024, at 7pm in the Pud-
dletown Village Hall. To start the meeting is a public half hour, so please come 
and join us and have your say.  

Parish Council contact details: (Please remember to give permission for 
your details to be shared with Councillors, but note your details will NOT be 
shared with anyone else)  
Clerk: Michelle Harrington, Telephone: 01202 670105,  
Email: clerk@puddletownareaparishcouncil.gov.uk,  
Write: 34 Egmont Road, Poole Dorset BH16 5BZ, Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/PuddletownAPC/, Website: http://
www.puddletownareaparishcouncil.co.uk 

http://www.puddletownareaparishcouncil.co.uk
http://www.puddletownareaparishcouncil.co.uk


50 

Parish Magazine - March 2024 



Parish Magazine - March 2024 

 
51 

Milborne St Andrew Village are planning a 'Big Dorset Apple Cake Day' to 
be held on  
Saturday 1st June 2024 at the MSA Village Hall 
 
1st June is in fact DORSET DAY! 
 
We are planning to have 100 cakes which in turn will be displayed as one 
massive Dorset Apple Cake and are looking for bakers (do you have an old recipe 
stashed away? Or try your hand at a recipe found by other means). 
 
On the day we will display the cake and have a Grand Cutting Ceremony 
followed by a cafe where you can buy a slice or a whole cake to be eaten over the 
days to come (don't forget to order your clotted cream!) 
 
Please follow the links in the poster for more details or ring on the mobile 
provided.  We would love to see you there, so Save The Date!  
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St Mary’s CE Middle School, Puddletown 

Inspire today to shape tomorrow 

Polar explorers, returning alumni and open mornings – the 
excitement of a new term at St Mary’s 

 
Following the over-indulgence of the Christmas break, Spring term 2024 got off 
to a terrific food-related start as our kitchen staff were awarded a coveted 5 star 
rating by the Food Standards Agency!  Following an unannounced inspection of 
our catering facilities, staff were praised for exceptional hygiene standards, 
quality of staff training and food storage facilities.  Congratulations to our cook, 
Marie Amey, and the rest of the catering team on this impressive achievement! 
 
In January we welcomed back to St Mary’s two of our ex-students, Noah G and 
Kevin H, to complete a week of work experience with Mr Bingham in the PE 
department.  The boys, who are now in Year 10 at Thomas Hardye School, were 
excited to be back with us and spent the week assisting the PE teachers in 
lessons and during after-school clubs.  They both said how much they are 
enjoying life at THS, but also how good it was to be back at their old school! 
 
Sports fixtures are now well underway with St Mary’s 
football, netball and hockey teams competing across the 
region.  We are particularly proud of our Year 8 girls’ 
netball team who recently won the Under 13 area 
tournament!  The girls were outstanding in every game, 
beating teams from Woodroffe, Beaminster and 
Budmouth, before thrashing St Osmund’s 10-2 in the 
final!  Well done, girls! 

 
Students in Years 5 and 6 have been entertained by the 
fascinating tales of real life polar explorer, Al Sylvester MBE.  
Al described to the children how he survived average 
temperatures of -35C while crossing Antarctica to the South 
Pole.  He talked about the challenges of sustaining frost bite 
and how he found the mental resilience to keep going in one of 
the most hostile environments on the planet.  Al demonstrated 
to the children how anyone with positive belief can achieve 
their dreams.  It was a treat to have Al with us – he certainly 
inspired children and staff!    
 

We have been busy showing prospective new parents around our wonderful 
school, in fact we have had so much interest in our open mornings we added two 
extra events to the calendar!  Most of our parent visitors have children who are 
currently in Year 4, but we have also welcomed several families to our open 
mornings with children in other year groups.  Visiting parents are always 
grateful to have the opportunity to see the school in action and they are 
consistently impressed by our students’ commitment to learning in lessons, the 
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dedication of the staff and the range of facilities on offer.  
Having the opportunity to experience subjects like food 
technology, textiles, resistant materials and computing in Year 
5 is always an exciting prospect, as well as being able to learn in 
fully equipped science labs and sports facilities.  We always 
welcome the opportunity to show families around our school; if 
your children are currently in Year 4 and you would like to visit 
St Mary’s, please don’t hesitate to let us know by contacting the 
school office:  office@stmaryscemiddle.uk      
 
Dr Tim Ennion (Head of School) 
 
 
CONTACTS 
 
For further information, admission details or to arrange a visit, 

please contact the school office 
 
Head of School:  Tim Ennion  
Chair of Governors:  Martin Kimberley  
St Mary’s School Association:  Chairpersons: Briony Hosford & Marie Chappell 
e-mail: office@stmaryscemiddle.uk  
website: www.stmaryscemiddleschool.co.uk 
Follow us on Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/SMCEMIDPUDD 
Tel: 01305 848293 

mailto:office@stmaryscemiddle.uk
mailto:office@stmaryscemiddle.uk
http://www.stmaryscemiddleschool.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/SMCEMIDPUDD
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Church Mouse Stock 

Piddle Duck APRON (blue or pink) £15 
River Piddle & Duck TEA TOWEL £4.50 
Picture of St Mary’s Church £2 
Duck cards (pack of 4) £5 
Single cards £1.40 
Please contact Caroline Cox on 01305 848514 if you wish to purchase any items. 
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Dewlish Church Notes 
 
As I write these notes Lent is fast approaching, and the 
Easter period is so early this year! Evening Prayer 
continues each Thursday at 6.30pm in the church, the 
services being led by Jim. 

Sarah is heading up a Lent course, based on the film, 
Chocolat. A different issue is discussed each week, all 
based around personal reactions in the film. This is 

being held each Monday at 7.30pm in the Church Room at Puddletown. 

Next in the series of Lent Lunches is at Uptop, Dewlish on Tuesday 5th March 
at 12.30pm, with the final one being in Dewlish Village Hall on Thursday 19th 
March, also at 12.30pm. All donations go to WaterAid, so please do come along 
and enjoy the food and congenial company on offer, while supporting a most 
deserving cause. 

Our Mothering Sunday service is on 10th March at 11.00am when, hopefully, 
there will be posies to give to your Mum, or to enjoy yourself. It is such a special 
time to give thanks for all Mums, and our Mother Church, so please join us. 

Our Spring Sale will be held on Saturday 23rd March in Dewlish Village Hall, 
starting at 10.30am. Refreshments will be available, also various stalls (including 
one for Easter), toys and books, raffles and – not least! –cakes and produce. We 
would very grateful for some of you talented ladies to make a cake for us! 

At present we don’t know the times of Easter services, so please keep a look-out 
for information on the noticeboard. 

Daphne Burg 
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Services in the Benefice  

3rd March - Lent 3 

Psalm 19; Exodus 20.1-17; John 2.13-22 

9.30am Parish Communion Tolpuddle 

9.30am Milborne Praise Milborne 

11.00am Parish Communion Puddletown 

11.00am BCP Morning Prayer Dewlish 

4.00pm Bubble Church Puddletown VH 

10th March - Mothering Sunday/Lent 4 

Psalm 127.1-4; Colossians 3.12-17; Luke 2.33-35 

9.30am Parish Communion Milborne 

11.00am Puddletown Praise Puddletown 

11.00am Parish Communion Dewlish 

5.30pm Sunday Reflections Tolpuddle 

17th March - Passion Sunday 

Psalm 51.1-13; Jeremiah 31.31-34; John 12.20-33 

9.30am Parish Communion Tolpuddle 

9.30am Worship in Stillness Milborne 

11.00am Parish Communion + Holy Baptism Puddletown 

11.00am Family Service Dewlish 

24th March - Palm Sunday 

Psalm 31.9-16; Mark 11.1-11 (Liturgy of the Palms); Isaiah 50.4-9a; Mark 14.1-
15.47 (dramatised version - no sermon) 

9.30am Parish Communion  Milborne 

10.00am Go Fourth Tolpuddle 

11.00am BCP Matins (traditional language)   Puddletown 

11.00am Parish Communion Dewlish 

Tuesday 26th March  

1.45pm Milborne First School Easter Service Milborne 

Wednesday 27th March 

9.30am St Mary’s CE Middle School Easter Service  Puddletown 

11.00am St Mary’s CE Middle School Easter Service  Puddletown 
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MORNING PRAYERS (Mon. – Thurs. 8.30 a.m.; Sat. 9.00 a.m.) 

On Zoom, please contact Sarah Hillman (sarah.c.hillman@outlook,com) for the 

link (Please note that the calendar of services may be subject to change) 

28th March - Maundy Thursday 

Psalm 116.1, 10-17; 1 Corinthians 11.23-26; John 13.1-17, 31b-35 

7.30am Holy Communion  Puddletown 

29th March - Good Friday 

10.00am Good Friday Service - music, prayer, reflection Tolpuddle 

12noon The Good Friday Liturgy Milborne 

12noon Good Friday Service for all ages Puddletown 

6.00pm Good Friday Service - music, prayer, reflection Dewlish 

31st March - Easter Day  

Psalm118.1-2, 14-24; Acts 10.34-43; Mark 16.1-8   

9.30am Easter Holy Communion by extension Tolpuddle 

9.30am Easter Holy Communion Milborne 

11.00am Easter Holy Communion by extension Puddletown 

11.00am Easter Holy Communion Dewlish 

LENT  
During Lent there will also be: 
Wednesdays Compline in St Andrew’s, Milborne at 6.00 p.m.  
Thursdays Evening Prayer in All Saints’, Dewlish at 6.30 p.m.  

mailto:sarah.c.hillman@outlook,com
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