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Front Cover Photos:  Bluebell Woods at Troytown. 

The Editor’s decision is final.  All items for publication must include name and 
contact number of the author.  Opinions expressed are not necessarily those of 
the church or the magazine.  Advertisers are neither vetted nor endorsed by the 
Parish Magazine. 
Please mention the Puddletown Parish Magazine when responding to advertisers. 
For magazines by post contact the Distributors as shown above. 
Published by the Parish Magazine, St Mary’s Church, The Square, Puddletown, 
Dorchester DT2 8SL. 
Copy deadline for the June magazine is 3rd May 2024 

Annual Advertising Rates to end December 2024 (Sizes are cm) 

Quarter Page - (6.00 x 9.00)(P) - £78.00 Half Page -     (12.26 x 9.00)     - £143.00 

Quarter Page - (12.26 x 4.20)(L) - £78.00                         Whole Page - (12.26 x 18.25)    - £195.00 

Contact Details 

Editor 
The Revd     

Sarah Hillman 
puddletownparishmagazine@gmail.com 

Advertising Manager Pam Fleetwood puddletownparishmagads@gmail.com 

Dewlish Editor Geoff Bull 
 

01258 837 316 
 

Milborne Editor John Wright 
01258 839 090 

johnaben23@icloud.com 

Puddletown Editor Emma Hughes puddletownparishmagazine@gmail.com 

Tolpuddle Editor Emma Hughes puddletownparishmagazine@gmail.com 

 
Distribution C0-0rdinator 

 
Jan O’Mara 

 
01305 848 551 

 

Tolpuddle Distribution Liz Gould 01305 848 464 
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Making Jesus Known 
 

 
This year the month of May is full of feasts and festivals – 
special days when the church remembers certain aspects of its 
life. 
 

On 9th May, we remember the day Jesus ascended into heaven, forty days 
after the resurrection. He gave his disciples a commandment to go and make 
disciples of all nations. Which they did, especially after the release of the Holy 
Spirit upon them ten days later. The Early Church spread rapidly in the face of 
severe opposition; the message of those early disciples caught the imagination 
and many people converted to Christianity. 
  
We celebrate the coming of that Spirit at Pentecost, which gave power and 
confidence to those early disciples to fulfil that command to go into the world 
with the message of Jesus. Often known as the birthday of the church, it was 
Pentecost that changed Jesus’s followers from a quiet and cowed bunch 
following his death and resurrection into a spirited and eloquent group. 
  
They certainly went and made Jesus known. Our new diocesan vision is 
Making Jesus Known – across five different areas of church life: local 
partnerships, justice, climate action, financial security and Christian 
leadership. It’s not just that first group of disciples who are called to tell the 
story of the good news of Jesus Christ, but all Christian people, through our 
words, deed and the way we live our lives. We are often reticent about this, but 
God’s Spirit will give us the confidence we need, just as the first disciples 
received it.  
 
Later in the month on 26th, we celebrate Trinity Sunday, a day when we 
remember who God is – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – rather than what God 
does.  
 
Earlier in the month, 5th May, is Rogation Sunday. In times past, this was the 
day when the beating of the bounds would take place. Parishioners would walk 
around the boundaries of their parish, asking God to bless the crops for the 
coming year. In the days before maps were ubiquitous, it gave people a sense 
of where they came from and the parameters of their community. 
 
Other people remembered this month include the disciple Philip, Matthias the 
apostle who replaced Judas, Julian of Norwich, the venerable Bede, the hymn 
writers John and Charles Wesley and local Aldhelm, the first Bishop of 
Sherborne. 
 
With best wishes 

Sarah 
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St. Mary’s Church Events - 

May 

.Pop-in Coffee Mornings in the Church Room 
are every Thursday from 10am to 12noon.  
Everyone (of any age) is welcome. Good coffee and 
delicious cakes and/or biscuits are always on offer.  
Come and join us for a sociable hour or two. 

 Warm Space This will finish at the end of April. 

Prayer Group This continues to meet in the 
church room on Tuesday mornings from 10.30 
until 11.30am.  All are welcome. 

Bubble Church will take place in Puddletown Village Hall on Sunday 5th May 
@ 3.45pm for refreshments and 4 pm start.  Young families are welcome to come 
and join in the fun with treats, singing and a story with puppets.  

Book now at: bubblechurch Puddletown@gmail.com  

Craft Group  this will take place on Thursday 9th May at 12.30.  If you would 
like to book your place then please contact Margaret  
margaretmary227@gmail.com or 01305 849332. 

Flowers the church looked beautiful over Easter.  The intrepid team of flower 
arrangers had worked their magic and created lovely arrangements all around 
the church.  Many thanks to all those involved. 

The Village Lunch will be on Monday 13th May at 12noon.   We shall be serving  
home cooked ham with cauliflower cheese followed by the usual array of 
sumptuous puds!  A vegetarian dish will also be served.  These must be booked in 
advance.  If you haven’t yet booked your place then please contact Sheila on 
849193 or Jean on 848211.   

Cards Rosemary will bring her cards to the pop-in coffee morning on 16th May. 

Church Mouse Stock 

Piddle Duck APRON (blue or pink) £15 
River Piddle & Duck TEA TOWEL £4.50 
Picture of St Mary’s Church £2 
Duck cards (pack of 4) £5 
Single cards £1.40 
Please contact Caroline Cox on 01305 848514 if you wish to purchase any items. 

mailto:Puddletown@gmail.com
mailto:margaretmary227@gmail.com
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St Mary’s Puddletown 

Intercessors Scripture Readers 

5th May Margaret Rickard Judy Bumby 

12th May Puddletown Praise Team 

19th May Dawn Loveless Jean Jeffreys 

26th May  Cynthia Metcalfe Pat Lindsay & Geoff Hawkins 

Charitable Giving 2024 

Lent Dorchester Poverty Action 

Mothering Sunday Mosaic 

Easter Day The Salvation Army (Homeless) 

Harvest Water Aid 

Christmas The Children’s Society 

BENEFICE REGISTERS 

Funerals 

d. 26th Feb 
Aged 79 

June  Ann Todd Puddletown 

d. 8th March 
Aged 80 

Joyce Emily Prior Weymouth Crematorium 

Baptism 

17th March Jonah Morris Puddletown 

Puddletown Food Bank 

 
There is a food bank in Puddletown church for the use of people living in the 
village. (This would include Athelhampton, Burleston & Troytown). 
 
Please feel free to take what you might need, and also donations welcome from 
all. The food is in some kind of order in the labelled plastic boxes. 
 
When using the foodbank, please think of other people who may 
need to access it later in the day. 
 
This food bank is supported by Puddletown First School, Puddletown Surgery, 
Puddletown Spar Shop, and St Mary’s church. 
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Animal allergens in vegan and plant-based food 
 
The Food Standards Agency is running a campaign to advise people with milk, 
egg, fish or shellfish allergies, or those who care for people with these types of 
allergies, to always check the label on vegan and plant-based food as it may not 
be safe to eat. 
 
Foods marked as vegan or plant-based are not guaranteed to be free from prod-
ucts of animal origin, and therefore could still contain allergenic ingredients. 
This is because a vegan label is not a food safety label so risks remain of cross-
contamination in manufacturing and production processes that might mean 
vegan or plant-based food is not safe for some people to eat. 
 
Q: Do you know the difference between a ‘free-from’ and ‘vegan’ label?  
 
A: A ‘free-from’ label guarantees the product doesn’t contain the named aller-
gen. To use this label, food businesses must follow strict processes to ensure the 
allergen isn’t present.  
 
However, these rules don’t apply to vegan or plant-based products, which 
means there could be a chance of cross-contamination with allergens such as 
milk, eggs, fish or shellfish.  
 
Q: Do you have an allergy to milk, eggs, fish, or shellfish? Do you eat vegan food 
to help manage your allergies?  
 
A: Vegan food isn’t always safe for people with these allergies because of poten-
tial cross-contamination during manufacturing and preparation processes.  
 
For peace of mind that ingredients such as milk, eggs, fish, or shellfish aren’t 
present in vegan food or plant-based food through cross-contamination, always 
check for precautionary allergen labels such as a ‘may contain’ statement. This 
will help prevent an allergic reaction.  
 
The Food Standards Agency advises - Never assume vegan or plant-based food 
is safe for people with certain allergies. Don’t take the risk. Always read the la-
bel.  
 
More information can be found on the Food Standards Agency’s website where 
you can read in more detail about vegan food and allergens, cross-
contamination and precautionary allergen labelling for vegan food, and steps to 
take to keep safe. Visit https://www.food.gov.uk/safety-hygiene/vegan-food-
and-allergens 
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Month on the Farm 
At last some dry warm days and now the 
grass is really growing away well.  The 
cattle had finished grazing the turnips 
before the dry weather came and so they 
were just fed on straw for a while, but are 
now enjoying some good nutritious 
spring grass on the permanent pastures. 
Some of the autumn born calves that 
were reared on milk and have been in the 

sheds all winter have been turned out onto the herbal leys here at home, and are 
growing along well without needing a supplementary barley mix as the mixed 
variety of grasses, clover and herbs are more than adequate for their dietary 
needs. We still have a lot of calves on milk from the spring calving dairy herds, 
but we shall have them all on this farm within the next couple of weeks and then 
in a couple of months everything will be weaned. 

 

The winter drilled corn is romping through the 
growth stages and with the inclement weather 
we have had some of the spray plans not 
working out. They have had to be adjusted 
with some of the crops missing a fungicide 
spray applied to protect the plants from 
disease so leaving the crop vulnerable.  It is 
always a challenge to know what diseases to 
protect against as some are more wet weather 
active and some are more suited to dryer 
conditions, a lot of the newer grain varieties 
are bred to be resistant to them so careful choice and a decent weather pattern 
can help to alleviate some of the risk. 

 

The ewes and lambs are all outside enjoying the 
grass and the ewes have stopped having concentrate 
as the lambs are getting bigger and now eating grass. 
They are also being fed a creep feed of barley and 
nuts.  Vet students stay with us in the farm house to 
help our eldest son’s larger flock of sheep lambing 
here and outside on the hills above Cheselbourne, as 
part of their course is gaining practical experience. 
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We have finished drilling the spring barley with 
one field of winter wheat being redrilled in parts to 
fill in the gaps where the wheat seed had rotted 
away or been eaten by slugs through the winter. 
Whilst doing some spraying for another farmer a 
few wet patches were found and unfortunately the 
tractor and sprayer got bogged in and extra 
tractors were needed to pull them out, all adding to 
the challenges created by the wet winter, not to 
worry though spring is here as today we saw our 
first house martin of the year! 

 

 

 

Wakely Cox 

12th April 2024 
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Dorset Art Weeks 
 
Dorset Art Weeks runs from 25th May to 9th of June 2024, a variety of artists 
open their studios. With 266 venues across Dorset, it's a perfect excuse to have 
a day out with friends, visiting local studios, and enjoy a cuppa in one of the 
cafes en route. In Puddletown there are two studios open: 
163 -  Paul L Matthews at 23 High Street, Puddletown. Contemporary wildlife 
art and portraiture. Mainly working in oils and watercolour. 
164 - Sarah Gabrielle and Meriel Ensom at The Coach House, The Green, 
Puddletown. Both artists are inspired by the natural world. Sarah works in oils, 
acrylics, collage and mixed media. Meriel paints detailed images of wild 
creatures on found wood.  
 
If you are out for a walk or bike ride in Puddletown forest you may like to visit 
the Duck Farm Collective, Duck Farm Workshops at venue 165, found a little 
way past the end of Rhododendron Mile. A range of studios with 
jewellery,  pottery and painting.  
 
If you walk in the other direction through the forest to Hardy’s Cottage you will 
find venues 155 to 159 at Mellstock Farm, just a few minutes walk from Under 
the Greenwood cafe (a good selection of cake there). These consist of 155-Carol 
Anne Savage, mixed media, photography. 156- Kevin Moore, painting and print 
making. 157 - Alison Moore, drawing painting printmaking. 158 - MooniGooni 
Glass, fused glass. 159 - Creative Clay for All, pottery.  
 
For more information on opening hours and other studios open in Dorset 
please go to www.dorsetartweeks.co.uk  
 

http://www.dorsetartweeks.co.uk/
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TOLPUDDLE GARDEN 

SERVICES  

For : Garden Restoration 

Re-Planting and Maintenance  

All Aspects of your Garden 
Undertaken  

Tel: 07789 595110 

Email:  
Tolpuddlegardeservices@hotmail.com 
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March 2024   

 Rainfall for the month 

Cumulative for the year 

124.20 mm 

334.80 mm  

2023 Rainfall for the month 

2023 Cumulative for the year 

111.00 mm 

    234.30 mm  

 

Temperatures 
Max.  17.000 C 

Min.  -2.100 C  

2023 
Max.  14.50° C 

Min.  -0.70º C  

Maximum wind speed       25.10 mph  

 

2023        15.90 mph  

Puddletown Weather - March 2024 

Site location (GPS): N 50
0  

44.937’ W 2
0

 20.862’  Altitude 88.39m 

(somewhat  sheltered from easterly winds) 

Mike Chaney 
 
We are sad to report that Mike Chaney died in March, a few days after his 93rd 
birthday. 
He and his wife Annie, have been in Puddletown for over a quarter of a century. 
 
He had been a Fleet Street journalist before joining the BBC and became the 
Editor of the 'Today' programme. 
 
He was for many years a volunteer driver for the surgery and a founder member 
of the original book club, but will be remembered for being instrumental in 
helping to raise funds and saving Puddletown Library. 
 
His erudite wit and wisdom will be sorely missed. 
Our condolences to his family. 
Rosie Wyndham 
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THE PUDDLETOWN SOCIETY 

Forthcoming meeting to be held in the Church Room 

 

Wednesday 8 May 2024 

GROUP VISIT TO ATHELHAMPTON 

HOUSE AND GARDENS 

evening visit 

(Puddletown Society members only) 

If you have not received a Booking Form by e-mail  
please tel. 01305 848685 

 

Wednesday 12 June 2024 

PUDDLETOWN CURIOSITIES AND SECRETS 

An evening in two parts commencing at 6.30pm with a 
 stroll around the historic centre of the village identifying 

curiosities 
followed by tea/coffee at the Church Room and a 

presentation  
revealing their secrets 

conducted by 
David Illingworth 

meet outside St Mary’s Church Room at 6.30pm 
 

Admission: Members: Free,   Visitors: £5 
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CLERGY The Revd Sarah Hillman (Vicar) 01305 848 784 

 sarah.c.hillman@outlook.com  

LICENSED LAY MINISTER Margaret Rickard 01305  849332 

CHURCHWARDENS Cynthia Metcalfe (Puddletown) 01305 848 043  

 Dawn Loveless (Puddletown) 01305 849 534  

 Hilly Cobban (Tolpuddle) 07817 557367  
 Jayne Brayshaw (Tolpuddle) 01305 849 314 

 Pam Shults (Milborne St Andrew) 01258 837 203 

 Tony Fox (Milborne St Andrew) 01258 837 651 

 Sue Britton (Dewlish) 01258 837 218 

 Jim Burg (Dewlish) 01258 837 466 

BENEFICE OFFICE Emma Hughes   

(www.puddletownbenefice.org) puddletownbenefice@outlook.com  

PUDDLETOWN CONTACTS   

Alcoholics Anonymous   

Area Parish Council 
Alan Sheppard 
Email:cllrasheppard@puddletownareaparishcoun
cil.gov.uk  

07771 98 8574 

Michelle Harrington 
clerk@puddletownareaparishcouncil.gov.uk  

01202 670105  

Bell Ringers Robin Mears 01305 848 021 

Children’s Society   

Church Room Jane Stanley 
01305 848494 

07871 169014   

Community Café Katie Weiss   

COMMUNITY LIBRARY  Run & financed by volunteers 01305 848 506       

Opening Hours:- 

puddletownlibrary@gmail.com  

Wednesday: 3.00pm to 5.00pm 
Friday:  10.00am to 12.00noon 
Saturday: 10.00am to 12.00noon  

County Councillor Emma Parker  

Cricket Club David Stevens 07720 411 952 

Cubs, Scouts  & Beavers 
Barry Thomas 
www.puddletownscouts.org.uk  

01305 852314 

Football Club Steve Brown 07789 821 408 

Flower Rota Heather Mears 01305 848 021 

Footpaths & Rights of Way Julian Hubbuck   
julian.hubbuck@gmail.com  

07881 678 126  

mailto:julian.hubbuck@gmail.com


30 

Parish Magazine - May 2024 

DOCTORS   

Puddletown Surgery  Dr J Griffiths, Dr C Burnham & Dr J Bond   01305 848 333 

Puddletown Surgery (Dispensary)  01305 849 329 

Out of hours medical advice & NHS 

Direct  

Out of hours medical advice 

& NHS Direct  
111 

Friends of Puddletown Church 
Jill Temple 

friendsofpuddletownchurch@gmail.com   

Friends of Puddletown Library Paul Poser 01305 848 176  

Gift Aid Co-ordinator Bob Todd 01305 849 048 

Guides, Brownies & Rainbows Amy Knight 01305 848 602 

Gym 

Exercise Classes For All 

Dan Weiss  
coachdan26@gmail.com  
 
Sylvia Salcedo 
sylvia.a.salcedo@gmail.com  
 

07547 713675  

07788 101075  

 

Handbells Bob Todd 01305 849 048 

Mini-Soccer/Youth Football Jon Palmer 07891 173 999 

Neighbourhood Plan Clerk to PAPC  

PCC Secretary Emma Hughes 

PCC Treasurer David Elliott 07776 256537 

Pilates (at First School) Kathy Ashdown 07967 655159 

Puddletown CPPP www.facebook.com/puddletownplaypark  

Pumpkins Toddler Group Find us on Facebook or Instagram @puddletownpumpkins 

Puddletown Society John Ridout 01305 848 940 

Puddletown Ukulele Group 
Bob Watson 

bobwatson55@hotmail.com 
07725 684 400 

Recreational Multi Games Area David Knight  07890 260 320 

Recreation Ground Pavilion Liz Knight  01305 848 380 

Royal British Legion (RBL) S Ridout 01305 848 940 

Rugby Club Ray Stephens 
puddletownrfc@hotmail.com 07966 412 467 

SCHOOLS   

Pre-school Sharon Brown 
www.puddletownpreschool.co.uk 01305 849 533 

First School (Head of School) Mrs A Seal 
www.puddletownfirst.dorset.sch.uk 01305 848 206 

St Mary’s CE Middle School Mr Tim Ennion 01305 848 293 
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Short Mat Bowls   

Village Hall Caretaker/Bookings Kevin Smith 07706  798271 

Village Hall Committee Secretary Amy Knight 01305 848602 

Yoga Mandy Cooper  07713 477737 

Young Farmers (Dorset)  01305 263 947 

 

Defibrillator (outside Martyrs 

Inn) 
Clare & Roger Angus 07720 059035 or 01305 848286  

Orchard Meadow Clerk to PAPC  

PCC Secretary Heather Saunders  

PCC Treasurer John Taylor 01305 848 552 

Physio-Led Pilates Sam Buxton samjbuxton31@gmail.com 

Pilates Kathy Ashdown 07967 655159 

Tolpuddle Events Committee Ian Cray  

Tolpuddle Home Group Shirley & Richard Woolford 01305 849539 

Tolpuddle Old Chapel Trust    info@tolpuddleoldchapeltrust.org 

Tolpuddle Toddler Group Maria Palmer  07717 506020 

Tolpuddle Village Meeting Tyra Nozaic Goosen, Clerk. tolpuddlemeeting@yahoo.com 

Tolpuddle Village Show Jo Austwick austwickjoanne@gmail.com. 

Tolpuddle & Southover Village 

Website 
www.tolpuddlevillage.co.uk tolpuddlevillagewebsite@gmail.com 

Village Hall Bookings Sec. Jo Austwick  tolpuddlevhinfo@gmail.com 

Village Hall Chairman 
Peter Walton  
pdwalton@btinternet.com 01305 848 034 

Yoga (Iyengar) Sue Chapman 01305 848 053 

  

USEFUL & EMERGENCY NUMBERS    

Benefit Enquiry Line  0800 88 22 00 

Dorset Community Action info@dorsetcommunityaction.org.uk   

Dorset County Hospital  01305 251 150 

Electricity Failure  (Southern Electric)    0800 0727 282  
Gas Leak or a smell of gas  0800 111 999 

POLICE—Local Officers 
PC Moore 0229 & PSCO 

Alison Donnison 6500 

101 or "Contact Us" section on 

Dorset Police Website 

   

   

   

mailto:austwickjoanne@gmal.com
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DEWLISH CONTACTS  

Cricket Elaine Kellaway 01258 837 696 

Ladies Group Judith Bridgen 01258 837 157 

Parish Council Chris Udens (Chair) 07973 167117 

Parish Clerk 
Amanda Crocker 

dewlish@dorset-aptc.gov.uk  
 

Village Hall (Chair) Andrew Barnett 07551 839296 

Village Hall (Sec) Alex Carter  01258 837 312 

MILBORNE ST ANDREW CONTACTS     

Allotment Society Joy Robinson 01258 837 661 

Archery Mike Healy 01300 342 134 

Badminton Bruce Dyer 01258 839 117 

Bellringers Robin Mears  01305 848 021 

Busy Bees Group (Under 5s) Claire Tudge 07970 734 162 

Cribbage Peter Anthony 01258  837 089 

Food & Wine Club Steve O’Neill 07490 691 121  
Gardening Club Bill Love 01258 837 677  
Ladybirds Playgroup Liz Dyer 01258 839 117 

Milborne First School Michelle Cheeseman (Head) 01258 837 362 

Milborne Players Gren Davis 07876 793 319 

Nightsabre Dog Training Group Natasja Lewis 07896 275 357 

Neighbourcar Nigel Hodder 01258 470 333 

Parish Council Richard MacNair (Chair) 07774 081 551  
 Wayne Lewin (Clerk) 07419 136 735 

Patient Voice Secretary  Nigel Hodder 07983 013 781  
Pilates (at First School) Claire Barratt 07703 648869 

Scout Group Sam Elliott 07873 762 035 

Sports Club Richard Lock (& Bookings) 01258 837 929 

Tap Dancing (Adults) Kevin Selby 01305 250 386 

Tennis - Member’s Secretary Rich Hawker 07983 013 781  

Village Hall 
Linsey O’Neill (Chair)  

chair.msavh@gmail.com 
07798 720 812 

 Susan Poet (Bookings) 07866 313 999 

Wednesday Social Club Sheila Burton 01258 839 033 

Women’s Institute Lesley Clarke  01929 471 732 

Yoga –at First School (Iyengar) Sue Chapman 01305 848 053 

Yoga—at Village Hall Angela Johnson 01258 839 060 
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St John’s Church 

Tolpuddle May 2024 

The year is racing by-Easter is now behind us 
and now we look towards Pentecost and the 
Trinity. For us in Tolpuddle this has many 
meanings- the flowers will be beautifully 
arranged by Marion using wild flowers and 
garden flowers, the altar frontals will be green 
and Summer is just around the corner. 

 
Sadly we are still waiting for the camping season to start. Stormy weather and 
the leaking roof meant that we had to cancel our first guests at the end of April. 
Now we are hoping the drier weather will help us to “air” the church ready for 
the rest of the season. In the hope that this happens -please spread the word 
about the thrill of camping in comfort in St John’s - it is indeed a quirky 
experience - unrivalled in our area, but one with a wonderful sense of peace.  We 
are so grateful to the team for their hard work and exceptional welcome to our 
visitors. 
 
We are still very enthusiastic about our Lay lead service on the fourth Sunday 
when Go Fourth offers worship with the help of the band and the Team. Do 
join us to see if it suits you. For the traditional at heart we have a  enjoy the 
Parish Communion on the first and third Sundays and for those looking for 
peace and contemplation on the second Sunday we offer Sunday Reflection at 
1730, a compilation of music, poetry and readings  - so no excuse that we are too 
set in out ways! 
And do remember that the church is open between dawn and dusk every day if 
you just want to sit in a quiet space, away from the hustle and bustle. We would 
like to take this opportunity to thank Jane Keenor for her commitment to being 
the main key bearer. We also have a good churchyard team but we are always 
looking for more volunteers- whether in the churchyard or the church itself- 
please contact Jayne 07739 100181- or Hilly 02305747552. 
 
What else is happening in May and June?  
 
The APCM will be held on May 12th, an opportunity to meet the team of 
churchwardens and  PCC members and lend your voice to church life. Following 
this the church wardens will attend a service to formally licence them in their 
parish role.  
 
TEC have many more activities and events planned throughout the summer - for 
more details of these watch the Village Website and Facebook…. 

 
SOAP MAKING  -  Tuesday 30 April   
CONCERT IN CHURCH - Sunday June 2nd 
        Continued on page 35 
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CASINO NIGHT  -  Saturday, 22 June   
MARTYRS WEEKEND -  20 / 21 July 
SUMMER FETE - Sunday, 25 Aug - Fun Dog Show, Music, Stalls, Children’s 
Races, Hog Roast, Bar, Cream Teas 
FIREWORKS - 1st or 2nd November   
Plans for ? JUMBLE TRAIL with refreshments in the village hall.  Focus on 
recycling etc.  Date Sunday 30th June or 7th July.  Maps of participating 
houses.  Can contain general disclaimer re sale of products.  Householders 
participating to be charged flat fee. 
 

Meanwhile enjoy the summer - whether or not the sun shines and let us be 
grateful that we live in a stable, democratic country and remember those less 
fortunate 
     

Hilly and Jayne 
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Martyrs Festival 2024:  

Sunday 21st July at Tolpuddle Village Hall: Help Needed 

The Martyrs Festival will be back in Tolpuddle this year and will take place over 
the weekend of 20-21 July.  After last year, we are all hoping the weather will be 
kind and it will be a bumper year. 

As well as the daily breakfasts at the Martyrs’ Field, we are, as usual, planning 
refreshments at Tolpuddle village hall throughout Sunday.  Proceeds from 
these, together with carparking on the Sunday, contribute significant funding 
for St John’s Church and the village hall and help to support local activities 
throughout the year.  Last year’s cancellation due to bad weather left quite a big 
hole in our fundraising.  

So, this year we are hoping to put on an even better show.  Fortunately, last 
year’s plans for refreshments in the village hall on the Sunday will stand us in 
good stead.  Once again, we are intending to have cakes, teas, coffees and soft 
drinks available throughout the day and to provide the ‘ploughman’s in a box’ 
lunches, as planned for last year.  The lunch boxes will offer a choice of ham, 
cheese or a variety of quiche, alongside the usual staples of salad, roll, pickle, 
pickled onion and apple.  Additional side salads, such as coleslaw, bean or rice 
salad, would be available as an extra.  We want to build on our reputation for 
providing good value, home-cooked food and, as far as feasible, all the food will 
be sourced or produced locally. 

As ever, we need help with various aspects of the day’s catering, including 
providing some of the food; setting up the hall on Saturday afternoon; and serv-
ing and clearing up in the hall on the day.   In particular, we are looking for: 

• Cakes of all shapes, sizes and flavours* 
• Homemade quiches* 
• Help with setting up tables and chairs from 6.00pm on Saturday 20th 
• Helpers in the hall from 8.30am – 5.30pm on Sunday 21st.  We plan to 

open from 10.00am to approx. 4.30pm (earlier if the food runs out) and 
would be looking for volunteers to do 2-hour periods at a time in the hall 
but there is flexibility. (We will prepare a rota for the day in due course.)  

*help with the cost of the ingredients can be provided, if needed 

If you would be willing to help with any – or all – these, please email or text 
Margaret Walton (maclark2@btinternet.com or 07740622415) to let her know 
what you would be prepared to do.  If you are happy to help on the day, please 
let her know if you have any time constraints.  Many of you volunteered last 
year but it would still be helpful if you could reconfirm your willingness to do so 
again and your availability etc. 

We look forward to hearing from you and many thanks in advance. 

The Martyrs Team 

mailto:maclark2@btinternet.com
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Puddletown Area Parish Council 
 
Election: Dorset Council has unveiled the nominees for the upcoming 
elections. The nominees include Jim Johnstone, John Ridout, Mike Brown, 
Peter Redman, and Richard Green. Moving forward to ensure fair and 
comprehensive representation across all areas and topics, we are actively 
seeking seven more dedicated individuals to step forward and volunteer as 
councillors. 
Local governance plays a pivotal role in shaping the future of our community. 
As a councillor, you will have the opportunity to voice the concerns and 
aspirations of your fellow residents, influence decision-making processes, and 
contribute to the betterment of Athelhampton, Burleston, Puddletown & 
Tolpuddle. 
Whether you are passionate about infrastructure development, environmental 
conservation, community engagement, or any other facet of local affairs, your 
unique perspectives and expertise are invaluable assets that can help drive 
positive change. 
If you're ready to make a difference and serve your community, we urge you to 
consider joining the Puddletown Area Parish Council. It’s not too late!  
To express your interest or learn more about the responsibilities and 
requirements of being a councillor, please contact the Clerk on 01202 670105 
or email clerk@puddletownareaparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Together, let's shape the future for the better! 
 
Join Us in Making Our Community Safer: As members of a vibrant and 
caring community, we all share the responsibility of ensuring the safety of our 
streets and neighbourhoods. That's why we're reaching out to you today with 
an important invitation: we need your help to make our roads safer through the 
Community Speed Watch and SID (Speed Indicator Device) program. 
Speeding vehicles pose a significant risk to pedestrians, cyclists, and other 
motorists. By volunteering for the Community Speed Watch and SID program, 
you can play a direct role in promoting safer driving habits and reducing 
speeding in our area. 
What is Community Speed Watch? Community Speed Watch is run by 
Dorset Police, with the aid of local volunteers. All volunteers are trained to use 
speed detection equipment to monitor the speed of vehicles in designated 
areas. Data collected by volunteers is then shared with the authorities to help 
identify speeding hotspots and inform targeted enforcement efforts. 
Enforcement letters are sent to anyone who is caught County wide speeding, so 
this program does have an impact. On average sessions are held once a month 
during the warmer months, but you are not expected to join every month only 
when you are able to.   
What is the SID Program? Every six weeks the Speed Indicator Device 
(SID) needs to be moved from one location to another within our community. 
These signs visually display the speed of approaching vehicles, serving as a 
reminder to drivers to adhere to the posted speed limits.  
clerk@puddletownareaparishcouncil.gov.uk for more information. 

mailto:clerk@puddletownareaparishcouncil.gov.uk
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Benefits of Volunteering: Making a Difference: Your efforts will directly 
contribute to reducing speeding and promoting safer driving practices in our 
community. 
Community Engagement: Volunteering provides an opportunity to connect 
with fellow residents and work together towards a common goal. 
Personal Fulfilment: There is immense satisfaction in knowing that you are 
actively contributing to the betterment of your community and helping to 
protect the lives of your neighbours. 
How to Volunteer: If you're ready to join us in making our community safer, 
we encourage you to sign up as a volunteer for the Community Speed Watch 
and SID program. No prior experience is necessary, as training will be 
provided to all volunteers. By dedicating just a few hours of your time, you can 
make a meaningful contribution to the safety and well-being of our 
community. To get started or learn more about volunteering opportunities 
please contact the Clerk on 01202 670105 or email 
clerk@puddletownareaparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 
Planning Application: Full details for all planning applications and 

outcomes can be found on the Dorset Council website, https://

www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/planning-buildings-land/planning  

Next Council Meeting – Tuesday 14th May 2024, at 7pm in the Puddletown 

Village Hall. To start the meeting is a public half hour, so please come and join 

us and have your say.  

Parish Council contact details: (Please remember to give permission for 
your details to be shared with Councillors, but note your details will NOT be 
shared with anyone else)  
Clerk: Michelle Harrington, Telephone: 01202 670105,  
Email: clerk@puddletownareaparishcouncil.gov.uk,  
Write: 34 Egmont Road, Poole Dorset BH16 5BZ, Facebook: https://
www.facebook.com/PuddletownAPC/, Website: http://
www.puddletownareaparishcouncil.co.uk 

mailto:clerk@puddletownareaparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.puddletownareaparishcouncil.co.uk
http://www.puddletownareaparishcouncil.co.uk
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Milborne St Andrew First School 
Hooke Court 2024 

Our fabulous Year 4’s went on their residential trip to 
Hooke Court just before the Easter break. With activities 
such as den building, rocket making, tribal trails and 
night walking, you can see why it was an absolute hit.  
They  had a fantastic time making memories, new friends 
and learning new skills. Hooke Court is such a special 
event in our school calendar as our Year 4s really do get 
the chance to realise just how independent they have 
become during their time at Milborne.  We are always 
proud of our children and the way they conduct 
themselves in and outside of our school environment.   

 

The Tag Rugby Festival at Dorchester RFC took place in 
March. Our team had a fab time and played like 
absolute stars, losing their first game but going on to 
drawing two games and winning the last! We can’t wait 
to do it all again next year. 

 

 

We are delighted with our brand new library, entirely 
funded by the hard work and fundraising efforts of our 
Friends of School.  The children can’t wait for their first 
turn in the library with new seating areas and beautiful 
accessible book shelves reminding us that every book is 
a treasure to discover.  

We are so lucky to have such a supportive community 
of parents as without Friends of School, we would not 
be able to make such huge improvements to our school.  
The next project they are fundraising for is the 

renovation of our wild area which includes 
a beautiful pond where our children learn 
in and from nature.  This is a huge project 
so please come along and support the May 
Fair as this will be a great event for our 
whole community and will help us to keep 
improving our school environment for our 
children. 
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Notes from St Andrew’s 
I write this on one of the few days when the sun has deigned to shine, and there 
were patches of blue in the sky. It’s been a pretty dismal start to the year so far. 

Lent is now behind us for another year. Compline was held on Wednesday and en-

joyed by those attending. A suggestion has been made to continue with Compline on 

a Wednesday evening once a month. This will be discussed. The Good Friday Litur-

gy, led by Tony, was well-attended and was, as always, a very moving commemora-

tion of our Lord’s death. 

On Easter Day, our Service was held without electricity due to a power cut in the 

village. This unexpected turn of events only added to the beauty of the occasion. 

With the chandeliers lit and the light coming from the candle in the Tomb, it was a 

truly atmospheric experience. Through the wonders of modern technology, we could 

sing, the organ accompaniments having been downloaded and played through a 

Bluetooth speaker! More than one person has said we should occasionally hold a 

Service by Candlelight! The Easter Garden has been much admired. Thanks to the 

two adults and three children who built it. Please note the “sand dune” in front of 

the tomb, which I was assured was present in Jerusalem then! Our thanks, as al-

ways, to those who arranged the flowers for our Easter celebrations and those who 

contributed to the cost of flowers in memory of loved ones (a list of names is in the 

Church) read or led the Intercessions. Also, thanks to those who polished the brass, 

washed, and ironed the linen, etc. and to our cleaners who make the Church look 

welcoming and loved. 

 

 

 

 

 

We were overjoyed to welcome children, staff, helpers, family, and friends to St An-

drew's for the Easter Service. The singing was lively, the Easter Bonnets were fantas-

tic, and the readings and poetry written by the pupils were clear and heartfelt. It was 

a truly joyful occasion. Well done! 

On April 7th, at Milborne Praise, we were joined by a group from a Church in Can-

terbury, including Chloe Baxter. Chloe is the granddaughter of Alan and Lena Flood, 

who lived at Hyrne House and did so much for St. Andrew’s. It was lovely to renew 

the association. 
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Our APCM (Annual meeting) will be held on Sunday, 12th May, following our 

9:30 Eucharist in Milborne (A joint Service with Dewlish). At that meeting, we 

not only hear reports of the past year, but we elect Churchwardens and members 

of the Church Council for the year ahead. Eastertide lasts 50 days, from Easter 

Day until the Feast of Pentecost (Whitsunday), which falls on May 19th this year. 

It also coincides with spring and, a time of new growth and rebirth. Let us pray 

for a renewal at St Andrew’s. We also recall Jesus’ promise to his followers on 

Ascension Day, “Lo, I am with you, even till the end of time.” We are deeply 

grateful for everyone who contributes to our church's life and vitality. Your dedi-

cation and support are what make our community strong and vibrant. 

Tony & Pam (Churchwardens) 

Big Dorset Apple Cake Day 
 
Milborne St Andrew Village are holding a 'Big Dorset Apple Cake Day' to be 
held on  
Saturday 1st June 2024 between 10.00-12.00 at the MSA Village Hall, DT11 
0JX 
 
The villagers will attempt to create the biggest Dorset Apple Cake -  100 cakes 
will be baked and then assembled on Friday ready for the unveiling on Saturday 
morning when the cake will be formally cut and sold in slices or as whole cakes 
at the Community Cafe.  Come and join the extraordinary event and feast on 
Apple Cake on Dorset Day!  (Don't forget to order your clotted cream!) 
 
Decorations will be made by local school children. 
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Motorbike-loving care home resident 
rallies through Dorchester 

More than 120 motorbikes roared through Dorchester high street in honour of 
a care home resident’s special wish.  

Lifelong motorbike fanatic, Joe, who lives at Maiden 
Castle House care home, travelled in the sidecar of a 
motorbike to the Top O’ Town car park where he 
was surprised to be met by 126 motorbike riders 
who then travelled with him through Dorchester.  
Afterwards, the bikers were invited back to the care 
home on Gloucester Road for tea and cake while 
chatting with Joe about their shared love of motorbikes, much to the delight of 
Joe’s daughter, Nicola. 

 
The special event took place on Saturday 13 April 
in response to Joe’s wish to ride on a motorbike for 
the first time in 20 years. Emma Norman, 
Activities Lead at Maiden Castle House, put out a 
‘shout-out’ to the local biker community to 
organise a surprise motorbike rally for Joe who 
were only too keen to help.  
 

Kind-hearted local residents who supported the event 
included John Bramble who led the charge from the 
local Bikers for Action SW group, Richard Lucas 
provided a sidecar for Joe to sit in, and Will Badman 
captured photos so that Joe had mementoes of the day.  
 
Joe said: “It was a great day and didn’t expect so many people to be there. I 
enjoyed it very much.” 
Ash Smith, Home Manager at Maiden Castle House, said: “We were 
overwhelmed by the number of bikers who turned up to support Joe and the 
number of people who lined the streets to wave as he zoomed past.  
 
Ash added: “At Care South, we pride ourselves on getting to know the 
individual likes and dislikes of the residents in our care, including any dreams 
and wishes that they may have, in the hope that we can safely make them 
happen. It was lovely to see Joe having a fantastic day with the help and 
support of the local community.” 
Maiden Castle House care home, which is run by the not-for-profit charity, 
Care South, provides specialist residential, respite, and dementia care. The 
care home features individual rooms with ensuite facilities with several 
communal lounges overlooking a landscaped garden offering peace and 
tranquillity, as well as an onsite hairdressing salon.  
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The care home features a dedicated in-house activities team who organise a 
daily programme of events to bring residents together to socialise and build 
friendships. 

Care South is the leading provider of high quality residential and home care 
services across the south of England. The not-for-profit organisation, which is a 
registered charity, has care homes in Dorset, north Devon, Somerset and West 
Sussex, and home care offices covering east and west Dorset, and northeast 
Somerset and south Somerset. 

For more information about the care services available, go to care-south.co.uk 
or call Care South on 01202 712410. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All photographs by Will Badman Photography. 

https://www.care-south.co.uk/
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Milborne Petanque 
 

Hello MSA sporty Villagers. 
MSA Petanque activity info’s & updates. 

 
3 I’s 

Information 
Inspiration  
Invitation 

 
This is an initial informative “ heads up bulletin” to get all of us thinking and 

excited about the MSA boules/ Petanque activities starting in spring -24. 
 

When:  
First official game and event is tentatively planned to start on Saturday 13th 

April 24 coinciding with and after the Milborne St Andrew cafe morning. 
 

!!!Date to be finalised as yet!!! 
 

Who can play: 
Everyone and all ages are welcome. 

 
Want to play already ? 

The court is available NOW, and to borrow boules please contact Rich 
Hawker at the Corner Cottage on 07393 309037 

 
 For all other questions or input please contact us at:  

 milborne.petanque@gmail.com 
 

 Regular updates and more in depth details will follow shortly via: 
 MSA Reporter 

 Milborne Petanque FB  
 MSA Community FB 

 
Barry Andrews Property Maintenance has already kindly donated £200 to 

the cause, and further sponsors are welcome and appreciated . 

mailto:milborne.petanque@gmail.com
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Dewlish Church Notes 

THANK YOU to our ladies who made all the lovely po-
sies for Mothering Sunday. It was sad, though, to see so 
few people in church to receive them. I guess a lot of 
people went out or away that day! 

Our Spring Sale was also sparsely attended but a big 
thank-you must go to all who did come and donated 
items for the stalls, and cash donations. We had a fabu-

lous cake stall with so many beautiful cakes. We managed to raise £397 for our 
church funds so thank you everyone! 

Lent Lunches raised £270 for WaterAid – a magnificent sum. The food was al-
ways delicious; our hosts and hostesses deserve many thanks for all their hard 
work. 

The church looked splendid for Easter Day,  so, once again, huge thanks to all 
our flower arrangers’ for their colourful floral efforts, and to Jim for the imagi-
native Easter Garden. 

And now to May…. Our Ascension Day Service, weather permitting, will be 
at 6.30am in the churchyard on Thursday 9th May (t.b.c.). Yes, it’s an early 
start but it’s such a lovely time of day to worship outside. The church AGM 
will be held jointly with Milborne at Milborne Church after the 11.00am service 
on Sunday 12th May. Everyone is welcome to attend, and thereby hear how the 
churches are coping, and managing to run their respective affairs. 

Daphne Burg 
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St Mary’s CE Middle School, Puddletown 

Inspire today to shape tomorrow 

From Willy Wonka to the Explorer 

Dome – it must be Spring at St Mary’s! 

World Book Day has be one of our highlights of the year in school.  World Book 
Day is a well-known national initiative to promote and 
encourage a love of books and reading, and every year we set 
our students the challenge of coming to school dressed as 
their favourite character from a book.  As always, the pupils 
(and staff!) rise to the challenge, filling the school with 
excitement and probably every literary character you can 
think of, from James Herriot to Willy Wonka and every 
possible fantastic beast in-between!  We had a fabulous day, 
packed with fun activities and learning, to 
share our love of books.  As we regularly 
say to students and parents, if there’s one 

thing you can do at home that will make all the difference to 
your love of learning and success at school, it’s to immerse 
yourself in a great book!  

 
From the wonder of books to the awe of space and the 
universe; in March, Year 5 were lucky enough to have 
the chance to experience the University of 
Southampton’s Explorer Dome!  The dome is a giant, 
inflatable planetarium that offers children and adults 
an amazing opportunity to be plunged into deep space 
and learn about a plethora of wonders, from our own 

Earth to the solar system, the Milky Way and the universe.  Each Year 5 group 
got to spend time in the Explorer Dome, which just about squeezed into the 
school hall for the day.  We are very grateful to the University of Southampton 
team for taking us on an experience that was truly out of this world!  
 
Our students continue to make a difference in our local community.  We are 
proud that many of our Year 8s are participating in the Young Leaders Award 
that encourages youngsters to plan and lead community projects.  Faye, who is 
in Year 8, has excelled as a Young Leader, and as part of the Award organised a 
massive donation of blankets, food and all sorts of other 
items for the animals of Monkey World.  Owing to the 
success of her efforts, Faye was able to take several 
large crates of donations to the Ape Rescue Centre in 
Bovington.  Really well done, Faye! 
 

Dr Tim Ennion (Head of School) 
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MORNING PRAYERS (Mon. – Thurs. 8.30 a.m.; Sat. 9.00 a.m.) 

On Zoom, please contact Sarah Hillman (sarah.c.hillman@outlook,com) for the 

link (Please note that the calendar of services may be subject to change) 

mailto:sarah.c.hillman@outlook,com
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Services in the Benefice  

5th May- Easter 6 

Psalm 98; Acts 10.44-48; John 15.9-17 

9.30am Parish Communion Tolpuddle 

9.30am Milborne Praise Milborne 

11.00am Parish Communion Puddletown 

11.00am BCP Morning Prayer Dewlish 

4.00pm Bubble Church Puddletown VH 

9th May - Ascension Day 

Psalm 93; Acts 1.1-11; Luke 24.44-53 

6.30am Morning Prayer Dewlish 

6.00pm Holy Communion Puddletown 

Saturday 11th May 

12.30pm Wedding of Simon Hewer & Vanessa Hopkins Puddletown 

12th May - Easter 7 

Psalm 1; Acts 1.15-17, 21-26; John 17.6-19 

9.30am Parish Communion followed by APCM Milborne 

11.00am Puddletown Praise Puddletown 

5.30pm Sunday Reflections Tolpuddle 

19th May - Pentecost 

Psalm 104.25-35, 37; Acts 2.1-21; John 15.26-27; 16.4b-15 

9.30am Parish Communion Tolpuddle 

9.30am Worship in Stillness Milborne 

11.00am Parish Communion  Puddletown 

11.00am Family Service Dewlish 

26th May - Trinity Sunday 

Psalm 29; Romans 8.12-17; John 3.1-17 

9.30am Parish Communion  Milborne 

10.00am Go Fourth Tolpuddle 

11.00am BCP Matins (traditional language)   Puddletown 

11.00am Parish Communion Dewlish 
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